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From The Editor’s Desk .. . 


The American Rationalist is an independent non-partisan 
bi-monthly journal of fact, opinion, criticism and service 
for all who share, or are in sympathy with, the basic 
Rationalist-Humanist world view or philosophy, regardless 
of the labels by which they may choose to identify them- 
selves. The American Rationalist - (1) regards reason and 
the scientific method as the only tools for the solution 
of human problems, (2) regards the democratic way of life 
and democratic institutions as the scheme for human relations 
most consistent with knowledge and experience and, there- 
fore, with the Rationalist-Humanist concept of Man, (3) be- 
lieves that religious, intellectual and political freedom can 
be maintained only if there exists a complete separation 
between Church and State. (4) believes that free public 
education is one of the keystones of democratic civilization, 
and that it must strive to produce, in a democratic and 
secular manner, responsible citizens and what Carl Rogers 
has termed ‘‘fully functioning personalities’, (5) believes 
that civilization can be improved only if conscientious citizens 
are informed about and willing to combat all forms of 
political, religious, social and economic tyranny. — The 
American Rationalist stands for adequate mass information, 
the protection and extension of civil liberties, the application 
of reason and scientific method to all human problems; 
it opposes all forms of censorship and distortion, clericalism, 
racial and other prejudice, and all forms of authoritarianism. 
The American Rationalist will always welcome comments, 
suggestions, articles and criticisms from its readers, and will 
be more than grateful for any support, financial or moral 
or other, which readers and friends may care to render. 


EDD DOERR. 




















A SPECIAL REPORT: 


Birth Control Today 


Birth control, or family and population 
planning, is of vital importance today, not 
only to those who share our Rationalist-Hu- 
manist world-view but also to all others who 
regard human life as something of ultimate 
value. (The qualification at the end of the 
previous sentence is really not superfluous, 
for there are some persons who actually pro- 
fess to believe that human life is but a pain- 
ful and temporary prelude or testing period 
for some imagined future existence of unend- 
ing bliss, and to whom the preservation and 
enrichment of human life in this — the only — 
existence is of but minor importance.) The 
primary reason for the importance of birth 
control is that it provides rational, scientific 
and ethical solutions for a wide range of hu- 
man problems, both individual and social. It 
is also significant that the chief opposition to 
birth control comes from the hierarchy of the 
Roman Catholic Church, a self-perpetuating 
oligarchy whose aspirations toward some sort 
of universal authoritarian dictatorship have 
been abundantly evidenced by a virtually un- 
broken record of hostility toward any person 
or movement dedicated to human advance- 
ment through the promotion of freedom, de- 
mocracy, science and reason; as we shall see, 
the successful promotion of birth control will 
not only serve mankind directly, by attacking 
many of our problems at their source, but also 
indirectly by: weakening authoritarian cler- 
icalism. Lastly, the birth control movement 
today owes much to the efforts of individual 
Rationalists and Humanists, both in the United 
States and abroad; a significantly large num- 
ber of leaders and workers in the birth control 
movement today are adherents to the general 
Rationalist-Humanist viewpoint, as might well 
be expected. 

This report, then, will deal with the topics 
suggested above and will conclude with some 
specific recommendations for action which 
we, as individual citizens, would do well to 
follow. 


The Need For Family Planning 

As a parent, and as a teacher and social 
worker who has had some close contact with 
social and family problems on two continents, 
your editor feels qualified to assert that the 
basic reason for the necessity and importance 
of birth contro] is the right of every human 
being to be brought into this world in a social 


configuration where he is wanted and where he 
will be provided with a physical and psycholo- 
gical environment suitable for facilitating his 
developement into a healthy adult with an in- 
tegrated, educated, ‘‘fully-functioning’’ per- 
sonality. To put it another way, it is morally 
wrong (and some day perhaps it should be 
legally wrong) for people to produce children 
who are either not wanted or who cannot be 
adequately provided for. Unwanted children, 
“illigitimate’’ children, and children whose 
parents are unable to provide for their physical 
and/or emotional needs all too frequently be- 
come burdens upon and problems for society. 
Birth control techniques, made virtually 100% 
effective, inexpensive and convenient by mod- 
ern medical science, if made more readily 
available to an educated and receptive public, 
would certainly bring about a substantial re- 
duction in the amount of mental illness, juve- 
nile delinquency, crime, alcoholism, narcotic 
addiction, divorce, broken homes, desertion, 
abortion, prostitution, educational backward- 
ness and slum conditions. 

Professors Frank H. Hankins and Harry 
Elmer Barnes, both eminent Humanists, have 
provided an interesting list of sociological 
arguments for birth control in Dr. Barnes 
monumental work Society In Transition (New 
York, Prentice-Hall, 1939-47): 

“By helping to keep the population adjusted 
to the desirable optimum number, birth control 
improves the general material well-being of 
society. Birth contro] elevates the status and 
increases the independence of woman. 
Through the institution of voluntary parent- 
hood, woman is freed from her former slavery 
to the reproductive function. Birth control 
removes the many evil results of unwanted 
pregnancies, the sufferings of women who are 
already afflicted with more children than can 
be supported and reared effectively, the preva- 
lence of abortions, and the practice of infanti- 
cide. By keeping the number of children in the 
family within reasonable bounds, birth control 
tends to reduce infant mortality, improve the 
general health of children, and make possible 
an improved education for them. 

“Birth control tends also to increase family 
stability and lessen divorce. With smaller fami- 
lies the existing family income will go further 
and the very important economic cause of 
divorce is thus markedly reduced. If one at- 
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taches much importance to companionate 
matriage for the young, as a means of lessening 
fornication, prostitution, and the like, as well 
as affording excel!ent training for tuture perma- 
nent marriages, the birth control movement is 
highly important. The companionate marriage 
system is unthinkable without adequate contra- 
ceptive measures. Finally, while the birth con- 
trol movement and the eugenics movement 
should not be confused, the latter would be 
impossible without the former. We cannot 
make births selective unless we first subject 
them to control.” 

In addition to the ethical, sociological and 
psychological reasons cited above for the ne- 
cessity of birth control, there are also medical 
reasons for its necessity. There are often sound 
medical reasons why a physician will advise a 
patient against becoming pregnant; an excel- 
lent layman’s treatment of this topic is to be 
found in Dr. Alan F. Guttmacher’s Babies 
By Choice Or By Chance (a 50-cent pocket 
edition by Avon, available in most drugstores 
and supermarkets). It might be added that 
while birth contro! can be effected in a num- 
ber of ways (the Japanese have been using 
abortion as an important method until contra- 
ception is sufficiently widespread to do the 
job), the best method at present is contra- 
ception; but while numerous contraceptive 
techniques are being or have been used, the 
most effective, according to most physicians, 
are the diaphragm (which must be fitted by 
a physician) and the condom, either of which 
can be used in conjunction with a contracep- 
tive jelly or cream. The rhythm, or safe period, 
method, which is the only one approved by the 
Vatican oligarchy, is of such limited reliability 
that it has earned in medical circles the sobri- 
quet of “Vatican roulette.” 


The Need For Population Planning 

In addition to a need for family planning, 
as explained above, there is also a great need 
for population planning, or birth control on 
a planet-wide scale. 

There are 2.8 billion people on our planet 
today and our population is expanding at the 
rate of 1.7% annually. This means that at the 
present rate, the world’s population will double 
every 40 years or less. At the present rate, 
there will be 6 billion people on our planet 
by the year 2000, 15 billion by the year 2050 
(my son will be about Bertrand Russell's age 
then), and 82 billion by the year 2161. 

Can our planet, with a finite amount of 
resources and operating under the limitations 
of the Second Law of Thermodynamics, con- 
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tinue indefinitely to support an ever expanding 
population? The answer is obvious. It cannot. 
Humans require food, water, power, space, and 
the resources necessary to support the industry 
which we must have to run any sort of econo- 
my. Even if we use every square foot of land 
and sea area to produce the bare necessities 
of life, and this as efficiently as science van 
manage, our planet can accomodate only 
about 28 billion people, according to bio- 
chemist Harrison Brown, whose estimate is 
about the same as those given by other authori- 
ties who have objectively studied the matter. 
Obviously, we must stabilize our population 
at some figure below 28 billion. What will 
happen if we do not? Well, the laws of nature 
cannot be contravened; history shows how na- 
ture has limited populations, both human and 
subhuman, in the past. When nature cannot 
sustain all of an expanding population, the 
inexorable mechanisms of starvation, disease 
and war operate to brutally chop down the 
population to a level which nature can sustain. 
lt is as simple as that; no deities intervene, 
no havens on other planets can be found. 
Either we limit our numbers in an intelligent, 
sane, rational, scientific, moral way, or nature 
will limit our numbers for us in ways that are 
not pleasant to contemplate. 

At what level should our population be sta- 
bilized? The maximum level, as the authori- 
ties generally agree, would be about 28 billion, 
but for our planet to provide a halfway dacent 
standard of living for 28 billion people it 
would be necessary for all the earth’s people 
to be subjected to such a degree of regimenta- 
tion that our civilization would become a 
gigantic ant hill. Let us not forget that our 
resources are not evenly distributed, that the 
vast majority of the world’s present population 
is uneducated and quite unprepared for coping 
with the staggering problems facirg us, that 
democratic (and other) societies have great 
difficulty in making and adjusting to rapid 
social and technological changes, that men 
would not like to have all the beauties of 
nature covered over by roads, apartment 
houses, shopping centers, farms, factories, hy- 
droponic garden-factories, etc. In view of the 
above considerations, and taking into account 
human inefficiency and the fact that some of 
our more important resources (coal, oil, gas, 
soil) are either non-renewable or nearly non- 
renewable, we should probably stabilize our 
population at no more than 6 billion. And 
even if we try to level off at 6 billion, it will 
still require fantastic effort to provide both 
decent living standards and democratic insti- 




















tutions for all, if, indeed, for any. Even today, 
in 1961, more than half the planet's popula- 
tion goes to bed hungry every night, and 
adequate medical care, education and demo- 
cratic institutions are still beyond the reach of 
more than three fourths of the members of our 
race. 


The problem is a staggeringly huge one, 
one, as Gilbert and Sullivan might have put 
it, which “‘calls for all our wit.’’ All the gov- 
ernments of the world, working separately 
and in cooperation (perhaps through the U.N. 
and the World Health Organization), will have 
to undertake to develop easily used and popu- 
lar contraceptive methods (perhaps a cheap 
ovulation control pill which needs to be taken 
but infrequently and irregularly) and to edu- 
cate their peoples to use these methods. This 
task will not be easy (the governments of 
Japan, India, Egypt and Pakistan are the only 
ones working on the problem seriously, and 
this with varying degrees of success), for we 
must cope with limited finances, apathy, ig- 
norance, superstition and the organized opposi- 
tion of the Vatican oligarchy, but it must be 
done. The alternatives are planetary suicide 
or slavery. 


The Morality of Birth Control 

The problem of the morality of birth con- 
trol is really a rather simple one. If human life 
is good, and if preserving and enriching human 
life is a desirable goal, then birth control - 
family and population planning - is moral. 
Moreover, in view of the preceding arguments, 
it can actually be immoral not to practice birth 
control. (Contrary to the impression frequently 
purveyed by Roman Catholic hacks, birth con- 
trol advocates are not trying to do away with 
people and they do not hate children; we sim- 
ply believe that human reproduction should 
be subject to intelligent control as are other 
human activities. ) 

It is generally believed that the Roman 
Catholic Church regards birth control as im- 
moral. As a matter of actual fact, it does not 
in principle. Pope Pius XII went on record 
as defending birth control and Catholic publi- 
cations frequently reiterate his position. The 
confusion arises because the Vatican approves 
only of birth control by means of periodic 
continence (rhythm method or “Vatican 
roulette’) or total continence, and condemns 
as ‘“‘sinful’’ what it calls “‘artificial’’ birth 
control or contraception. The Vatican claims 
that “‘artificial’’ birth control is sinful because 
it is somehow “unnatural”, but this puny argu- 
ment fades away then we consider that the 


Vatican has never criticized the ‘‘unnatural- 
ness’ of shoes, automobiles, antibiotics, sput- 
niks, hearing aids, movies or cooked foods. 

Quite simply, birth control practiced to pre- 
vent the evils cited above is positively moral. 
The Vatican oligarchy opposes “‘artificial’’ birth 
control because it is the only really effective 
birth control. (‘‘Artificial, hell!’ said the client 
to the druggist, “| want the real thing.” ) 

Why does the Vatican oppose effective 
birth control? The answer again is rather sim- 
ple. The Vatican oligarchy wants the Catholic 
populations in the leading nations to breed 
themselves into a position of political domi- 
nance, which would give the Vatican a certain 
measure of control over these governments. 
Once the Catholic Church has secured a de- 
sired amount of political control in the leading 
Western nations, it. will probably relax its 
position on “artificial’’ birth control. But then 
it will already be too late to salvage our 
democratic intsitutions. 

The Vatican, by employing a variety of 
politican tricks, has prevented both national 
governments and the U.N. from seriously at- 
tacking the population problem. In an earlier 
number of The Rationalist, Dr. Oscar Riddle 
explained at length how the Catholic hierarchy 
in the United States has used the weapon of 
the Catholic vote bloc to club nearly all of 
our politicians into treating the population 
bomb issue as a very hot potato. On the local 
community level, Roman Catholic pressures 
having succeeded in barring Planned Parent- 
hood agencies from participating in United 
Funds or other federated community fund 
drives, and Catholic hospitals restrict the birth 
control activities of even non-Catholic members 
of their staffs. On the international level, a 
recent meeting of the World Health Organiza- 
tion in New Delhi failed to pass a mild resolu- 
tion endorsing birth control “‘as a preventive 
health measure”’ as a result of opposition mar- 
shalled by such Catholic dominated countries 
as Spain, Belgium, France and Portugal. (This 
is a fine quartet to be singing pious hymns to 
other U.N. members! Spain is a discredited 
Fascist dictatorship which by rights should not 
even be a U.N. member; Belgium has a certain 
amount of Congolese blood on its conscience; 
France has its Algeria and Suez; Portugal is 
a run-down, fifth rate dictatorship currently 
engaged in trying to turn Angola into another 
Congo or Hungary.) 

As Sir Julian Huxley pointed out on a TV 
panel discussion earlier this year, it is immoral 
for the Vatican to block humanity from the 
sensible solution of one of its gravest problems. 
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We who know better must exert every effort 
to promote the birth control movement and to 
weaken the power of the Vatican oligarchy. 
Specific suggestions will follow the brief bib- 
liography and thumbnail historical sketch. 


A Birth Control Bibliography 

An excellent, readable, concise, authorita- 
tive treatment of the whole problem area of 
family and population planning (as well as 
abortion, sterilization, artificial insemination, 
etc.) can be found in Dr. Alan F. Guttmacher’s 
Babies by Choice Or By Chance (a 50-cent 
pocket edition edition, New York, Avon, 
1961). Another excellent treatment of the sub- 
ject is to be found in Society In Transition by 
sociologist Harry Elmer Barnes (New York, 
Prentice-Hall, 1939-47). Well worth reading 
is Alvah W. Sulloway’s Birth Control And 
Catholic Doctrine (Boston, Beacon Press, 
1959; available from Rationalist Book Service, 
2218 St. Louis Ave., St. Louis 6, Missouri, at 
$3.95). The best treatment | have seen of the 
population explosion problem is Harrison 
Brown's The Challenge Of Man’s Future 
(Viking Press, 1954). Dr. Guttmacher'’s little 
book contains an excellent bibliography, and 
further information can be obtained from the 
World Population Emergency Campaign, 8 
West 40th St., New York 18, New York. 


Birth Control’s History—A thumbnail Sketch 

While birth control techniques have been 
known and used throughout recorded history, 
the organized birth control movement did not 
begin until after Thomas Malthus published 
his famous Essay On Population in 1798. The 
show was really put on the road by the publi- 
cation in 1830 of Robert Dale Owen's Moral 
Physiology and in 1832 of Dr. Charles Knowl- 
ton'’s Fruits of Philosophy; Or The Private 
Companion of Young Married People. Charles 
Bradlaugh, the eminent British Rationalist who 
founded the National Seculer Society, fought 
long and hard for birth control in England and 
attracted a great deal of attention to the birth 
control movement when he was tried in 1877 
for distributing copies of Dr. Knowlton’s book; 
the English conservatives and clericalists sought 
in vain to stamp out birth control and to pre- 
vent the great Rationalist from taking his seat 
in Parliament. Dr. Marie Stopes succeeded in 
opening the first British birth control clinic 
in 1921. 

The success of the birth control movement 
in the United States may be attributed chiefly 
to Mrs. Margaret Sanger, who was honored 
as “Humanist of the Year’ in 1957 by the 
American Humanist Association. In 1914, Mrs. 
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Sanger, a nurse by profession, was arrested for 
distributing her publication, The Woman Rebel. 
Much publicity was attracted to the movement 
and 1915 saw the foundation of the American 
Birth Control League. In 1919 the Voluntary 
Parenthood League was founded and in 1923 
Mrs. Sanger and her associates set up the 
first successful birth control clinic in the United 
States. By 1941 there were 625 birth control 
centres in 42 states, and today birth control 
enjoys the sanction of nearly every religious 
organization but the Roman Catholic Church. 

On May 11-12, 1961, world leaders in 
science and government gathered in New York 
to pay tribute to Mrs. Sanger, who at 77, is 
still active in the important work of the World 
Population Emergency Campaign. Among the 
many Humanists and Rationalists active in the 
Campaign's program are Sir Julian Huxley, 
Dr. G. Brock Chisholm, Will Durant, Walter 


Lippmann, Dr. Harrison Brown, and Aldous 
Huxley. 


What Can We Do? 


The promotion of birth cuntrol as a com- 
plete and/or partial solution to the many pro- 
blems cited in this report is a task to which 
we must all devote a portion of our time and 
energy. Promoting the birth control movement 
is an important and practical way of putting 
our Rationalist-Humanist philosophy to work. 
The following specific suggestions may be 


helpful: 


1.) High schools and colleges throughout 
the country offer courses in biology, citizenship, 
family living and sociology. Through P.T.A. 
meetings, school boards, alumni groups, etc, 
we can urge that students in these courses be 
encouraged to study and discuss the problems 
touched upon in this report. Our future adults 
have a right to know about family planning 
and the world population problem and the 
school is the best place for them to acquire 
this knowledge. Without a knowledge of what 
birth control is all about, our youngsters are 
ill prepared to face life's problems and re- 
sponsibilities. 


2.) Public health and welfare agencies 
should be encouraged to utilize birth control 
to a greater extent in combatting community 
health and social problems. Every county 
welfare department in the country should be 
able to refer clients to planned parenthood 
clinics or to physicians who can dispense con- 
traceptive advice. Or better still, the welfare 
departments themselves could operate birth 
control clinics. 











3.) In nearly every community which has 
a Community Chest, a United Fund, or other 
similar federated fund raising set-up, Roman 
Catholic pressures have prevented Planned 
federated fund drives (though Catholic homes 
for unwed mothers abound and receive genar- 
ous support from federated fund drives). We 
can demand that Planned Parenthood groups 
be brought into federated drives, and we can 
refuse to donate to drives which discriminate 
against birth control groups. 


4.) Letters to the President, appropriate 
Congressmen and other public officials may 
help to break down our government's re- 
luctance to provide assitance to birth control 
programs in India, Pakistan and other coun- 
tries which have already indicated that they 
would appreciate our rendering such aid. Our 
letters may also help to stimulate the adminis- 
tration to take a vigorous position in favor of 
population planning in the U.N. and the World 
Health Organization. 


5.) Local Planned Parenthood Federation 
chapters can always use financial and other 
kinds of assistance. On the international level 
we may support (and obtain information 
from) the World Population Emergency Cam- 
paign, 8 West 40th St., New York 18, N.Y. 


6.) We can help to create a climate of 
opinion favorable to the promotion of birth 
control and can help to erode clericalism by 
writing concise and moderate letters to the 
editors of local newspapers and_ national 
magazines. 


7.) Lastly, we can continue to support The 
Rationalist and other journals and groups 
which are constantly working to promote the 
Rationalist-Humanist philosophy and to bring 
about an even greater use of science and rea- 
son in the solution of human problems. 

Our planet's population is moving along 
a very narrow path. Failure to use the methods 
of science, reason and democracy will cause it 
to slip into the abyss marked “‘war, starvation 
and disease” or into the arms of one of the 
several totalitarian systems eager to dominate 
man’s future. 


Janesville, Wisc., Humanists Organize 

A group of college students in Janesville, Wis- 
consin, has organized the Janesville Esperanto and 
Humanist Society. The officers of this new group 
are Michael Frank, Gerald Hoague, and Richard 
Sexton. Interested persons in the area may obtain 
information from Mr. Sexton at 868 Blaine Ave., 
Janesville. 


MARTIN LARSON TO ADDRESS 
RATIONALIST CONVENTION AUG. 26 

“Doctrine and Discipline of the Catholic 
Church” will be the subject of Dr. Martin A. 
Larson's keynote speech at the seventh annual 
convention, which will be held in St. Louis, 
Aug. 25-27, at the Claridge Hotel. Further 
information about the meetings, most of which 
will be open to the public, may be obtained 
by writing to the Rationalist Society of St. 
Louis, 2218 St. Louis Avenue, St. Louis 6, 
Missouri. 

Dr. Larson, business executive, educator 
and lecturer, is the author of a number of 
books, including Servetus and Milton, The 
Modernity of Milton, The Theory of Logical 
Expressior, and The Religion of the Occident 
(which is now in its third printing), and has 
published numerous articles in the U. S. and 
abroad. Dr. Larson is currently residing in 
Phoenix, Arizona, and has been presenting 
an average of three lectures per month for 
the past several years. 


WORLD UNION OF FREETHINKERS 
TO MEET SEPTEMBER 8 - 10 

A week-end conference of the WORLD 
UNION OF FREETHINKERS will be held on 
September 8 - 10 at the Beatrice Webb House 
in Dorking, near London. The conference 
will be opened by Lady Barbara Wooton, 
former Professor of Sociology of Bedford Col- 
lege, London, Governor of the British Broad- 
casting Corporation, Nuffield Fellow, ete. 
Among the speakers will be Prof. Lucia de 
Brouckere of Brussels University, Dr. W. E. 
Swinton of the British Museum, Fenner Broc- 
kay, member of Parliament, and others. Any- 
one in England at this time should contact 
Mr. Colin McCall, National Secular Society, 
103 Borough High Street, London, S. E. 1, 
England. The main theme of the Conference 
is ““The Relationship between the Scientific 
Worker and Society,” the second theme is 
“The Challenge of Africa.” 


“YOURS TILL END"’ — EPITAPH TABOO 


Newton-Le-Willows, England. — Bill Kempster 
composed this epitaph for his late wife’s grave- 
stone: 

“I will not say good-bye, but in some fairer clime 
bid you good morning. Yours till the end of life’s 
story, wonderful woman. Your very loving husband, 
Bill.” 

Local council officials said it could not appear 
on the gravestone because there was no reference 
to God “or comfort in Christian doctrine.” 

Kempster, 62, said he will resist the ruling. 
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The Agnostic’s Dilemma 


An agnostic maintains himself in a state of 
perfect doubt concerning God's existence, a 
position | regard as unsound. The agnostic 
achieves his equipoise of dubiety only by shift- 
ing his ground where logic requires him to 
stand fast. 

Is religious belief reasonable? This ques- 
tion pivots on reactions to the claim ‘God 
exists.. This claim could be false. Its denial 
is consistent, hence the claim is synthetic. 
Otherwise it would be as uninformative to be 
told that God exists as it is to hear that 
bachelors are male. 

Distinguishing theists from atheists, and 
these from agnostics, depends on there being 
alternative answers to the question “Does God 
exist?"’ The theist answers ““Yes,"’ The atheist 
answers “No.” The agnostic doesn't know, or 
cannot decide. 

There is a fund of subtle literature concern- 
ing this existence claims. Sometimes it is con- 
strued as synthetic but necessarily true. But 
this would make atheism impossible, which it 
is not. This point also cuts against God ex- 
ists’ being analytic. Again, some think the 
claim to be factual, yet established beyond all 
reasonable doubt. This makes atheism un- 
reasonable, which it is not. 

Many theologians hold the claim “God ex- 
ists’ not to be central to the core of religious 
belief at all. In different ways, Niebuhr, Til- 
lich, and Braitwaite have argued that the role 
of belief within human life remains funda- 
mental whatever our decisions about the log- 
ical or factual status of the claim ‘God exists.’ 
Apparently it matters little to the reasonable- 
ness of one’s religious beliefs whether or not 
he believes in God: indeed, it might remain 
reasonable formation to persist as a believer 
even after further thought has led him to 
deny God's existence. 

This apologia has gained in popularity 
what it has lost in rationality. Clearly, a ra- 
tional man will not continue to believe in 
what he has grounds for supposing does not 
exist. Nor will he maintain belief in that 
chain of claims which hang on a proposition 
he no longer thinks is true. 

Hence, in this paper, “God exists’ is a syn- 
thetic claim; it could be false. Moreover, the 
claim could be contingently confirmed, as 
some theists say it already is. What have 
theists, atheists, and agnostics been arguing 
about, if not whether this existence claim is, 
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or can be, factually established?- Logically, the 
claim belongs in the center of our discussion. 
Historically, that is where it always has been. 
Despite the hocus-pocus of theologians, the 
claim is also central within the lives of gen- 
uinely religious people. Surely most. street- 
level believers would be affected in their reli- 
gion by the disclosure that the New Testa- 
ment was a forgery, or by a demonstration 
that God could not exist — assuming such a 
disclosure or demonstration to be possible. 

Many theists will not be moved by these 
considerations. They will insist that ‘God ex- 
ists’ is not the sort of claim that could be 
amenable to scientific observation, or even to 
logical scrutiny. Both reason and the senses 
fail when issues which turn on faith arise. 
This, of course, is a flight from reason. If 
neither logic nor experience can be allowed 
to affect our attitudes towards God's exist- 
ence, then no argument and no ordinary ex- 
perience can affect the theist’s belief. How- 
ever, it then becomes a university's function 
to stress that religious belief, so construed, 
is not reasonable. Nor is it connected with 
ordinary experience — since, if the latter can- 
not count against such belief, then neither can 
it count for it. A university must help young 
adults to distinguish positions for which there 
are good grounds from other positions for 
which the grounds are not so good. When the 
theist lets his appeal collapse into faith alone, 
he concedes that his position rests on no 
rational grounds at all. 

The agnostic, however, cannot adupt any 
such theistic device. He must grant, without 
qualification, that “God exists’ is contingent. 
He feels, nonetheless, that there are no com- 
pelling factual grounds for deciding the issue 
one way or the other. After the atheist has 
exposed as inadequate all known arguments 
for God's existence, someone will ask, “But 
can you prove that God does not exist?” 
Instead of realizing he has already done this, 
the atheist often hedges. This the agnostic 
mistakenly makes the basis for his universal 
dubiety. 

If the argument between theists and atheists 
could have been settled by reflection, this 
would long since have been done. The theist’s 
appeal to faith cannot settle any argument. 
So the agnostic adopts the only alternative, 
viz., that the argument concerns a matter of 
fact — whether or not God does in fact exist. 


But he remains in an equipoise of noncommit- 
ment by proclaiming that neither theist nor 
atheist has factual grounds for supposing the 
other's position to be refuted. How in detail 
does the agnostic argue this point? 

Consider some logical preliminaries: enter- 
tain the claim ‘All A’s are B's.’ If this ranges 
over a potential infinitude, then it can never 
be completely established by any finite num- 
ber of observations of A's being B's. ‘All 
bats are viviparous’ receives each day a higher 
probability — but it is always less than 1, 
since the claim ranges over all past, present, 
and future bats, anywhere and everywhere. 

This claim is easily disconfirmed, however. 
Discovering one oviparous bat would do it. 
Consider now the different claim: “There ex- 
ists an A which is a B.” This can never be dis- 
confirmed. Being told that some bat is ovi- 
parous cannot be disconfirmed by appealing 
to everything now known about bats, as well 
as to all extant bats. The ‘anywhere - every- 
where’ and “‘past - present - future’ conditions 
operate here too. However, we can confirm 
this claim by discovering one oviparous bat. 

So, ‘All A's are B's’ can be disconfirmed, 
but never completely established. “There ex- 
ists an A which is B’ can be established, but 
never disestablished. 

“There is a God’ has never been factually 
established. Any account of phenomena which 
at first seems to require God's existence is al- 
ways explicable via some alternative account 
requiring no supernatural reference. Since ap- 
pealing to God constitutes an end to further 
inquiry, the alternative accounts have been 
the more attractive; indeed, the history of 
science is a history of finding accounts of 
phenomena alternative to just appealing to 
God's existence. 

Thus there is not one clearcut natural hap- 
pening, nor any constellation of such happen- 
ings, which establishes God's existence — not 
as witnessing a bat laying an egg would es- 
tablish “There is an oviparous bat.’ 

In principle, God's existence could be es- 
tablished with the same clarity and directness 
one would expect in a verification of the 
claim ‘some bats are oviparous.’ Suppose that 
tomorrow morning, after breakfast, all of us 
are knocked to our knees by an earshattering 
thunderclap. Trees drop their leaves. The 
earth heaves. The sky blazes with light, and 
the clouds pull apart, revealing an immense 
and radiant Zeus-like figure. He frowns. He 
point at me and exclaims, for all to hear, 

“Enough of your logic-chopping and word- 
watching matters of theology. Be assured 


henceforth that | most assuredly exist.” Nor 
is this a private transaction between the heav- 
ens and myself. Everyone in the world ex- 
perienced this, and heard what was said to 
me. 


Do not dismiss this example as a playful 
contrivance. The conceptual point is that were 
this to happen, | should be entirely convinced 
that God exists. The subtleties with which the 
learned devout discuss this existence claim 
would seem, after such an experience, like a 
discussion of color in a home for the blind. 
That God exists would have been confirmed 
for me, and everyone else, in a manner as 
direct as that involved in any noncontroversial 
factual claim. Only, there is no good reason 
for supposing anything remotely this ever to 
have happened, biblical mythology notwith- 
standing. 


In short, not only is ‘God exists’ a factual 
claim — one can even specify what it would 
be like to confirm it. If the hypothetical des- 
cription offered above is not rich or subtle 
enough, the reader can make the appropriate 
adjustments. But if no description, however 
rich and subtle, could be relevant to confirm- 
ing the claim, then it could never be reason- 
able to believe in God's existence. Nor would 
it then be reasonable to base one’s life on such 
a claim. 


What about disconfirming ‘God exists’? 
Here the agnostic should face the logical mu- 
sic — but he doesn’t. What he does do, and 


as an agnostic must do, is as follows: 


The agnostic treats ‘God exists’as he should, 
as a factual claim the supporting evidence for 
which is insufficient for verification. However, 
he treats the denial of that claim quite differ- 
ently. Now the agnostic chooses the logical 
point we sharpened above. No finite set of 
experiences which fail to support claims like 
‘Oviparous bats exist’ and “God exists’ can by 
itself conclusively disconfirm such claims. Per- 
haps we have not been looking in the right 
places, or at the right things. We do not even 
know what it would be like to disconfirm such 
claims, since we cannot have all the possibly 
relevant experiences. But we do know what 
it would be like to establish that ‘God exists.” 
Variations of the alarming encounter with the 
thundering God described above would con- 
firm this claim. 


The logical criterion invoke when the ag- 
nostic argues that ‘there is a God’ cannot be 
falsified applies to all existence claims. Hence, 
he has no grounds for denying that there is 
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a Loch Ness monster, or a five-headed Welsh- 
man, or a unicorn in New College garden. 
But there are excellent grounds for denying 
such claims. They consist in there being no 
reason whatever for supposing that these 
claims are true. And there being no reason 
for thinking a claim true is itself good reason 
for thinking it false. We know what it would 
be like to fish up the Loch Ness monster, or 
to encounter a five-headed Welshman, or to 
trap the New College unicorn. It just happens 
that there are no such things. We have the 
best factual grounds for saying this. Believers 
will feel that “God exists ‘is better off than 
these other claims. They might even think it 
confirmed. But if they think this they must 
also grant that the evidence could go in the 
opposite direction. For if certain evidence can 
confirm a claim, other possible evidence must 
be such that, had it obtained, it would have 
disconfirmed that claim. 


Precisely here the agnostic slips. While he 
grants that some possible evidence could con- 
firm that God exists, but that it hasn't yet, 
he insists that no possible evidence could dis- 
confirm this claim. The agnostic shifts logical 
ground when he supposes that evidence against 
the ‘God exists’ claim never could be good 
enough. Yet he must do this to remain agnos- 
tic. Otherwise, he could never achieve his 
‘perfect indecision’ concerning whether God 
exists. For usually, when evidence is not good 
enough for us to conclude that X exists, we 
infer directly that X does not exist. Thus, the 
evidence fails to convince us that there is a 
Loch Ness monster, or a five-headed Welsh- 
man, or a New College unicorn; and since this 
is so, we conclude directly that such beings 
do not exist. These are the grounds usually 
offered for saying of something that it does 
not exist, namely, the evidence does not es- 
tablish that it does. 

The agnostic dons the mantle of rationality 
in the theist vs. atheist dispute. He seeks to 
appear as one whose reasonableness lifts him 
above the battle. But he can maintain this 
attitude only by being unreasonable, i. e., by 
shifting ground in his argument. If the agnos- 
tic insists that we could never disconfirm 
God's existence, then he must grant that we 
could never confirm the claim either. But if 
he feels we could confirm the claim, then he 
must grant that we could disconfirm it, too. 
To play the logician’s game when saying that 
‘there are no oviparous bats’ cannot be estab- 
lished, one must play the same game with 
‘there is an oviparous bat.’ Even were a bat 
to lay an egg before such a person's very eyes, 
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he would have to grant that, in strict logic, 
‘there exists an oviparous bat’ was no inore 
confirmed than its denial. But this is absurd. 
To see such a thing is to have been made able 
to claim that there is an oviparous bat. By this 
same criterion we assert today that ‘there are 
no oviparous bats.’ We take this to be con- 
firmed in just that sense appropriate within 
any factual context. 


The agnostic’s position is therefore impos- 
sible. He begins by assessing “God exists’ as 
a fact-gatherer. He ends by appraising the 
claim's denial not as a fact-gatherer but as a 
logician. But consistency demands he either 
be a fact-gatherer on both counts or play 
logician on both counts. If the former, he 
must grant that there is ample factual reason 
for denying that God exists, namely, that 
the evidence in favor of his existence is just 
not good enough. If the latter, however — if 
he could make logical mileage out of “‘it is not 
the case that God exists’ by arguing that it 
can never be established — then he must 
treat ‘God exists’ the same way. He must say 
not only that the present evidence is not good 
enough, but that it never could be good 
enough. 


In either case, the conclusion goes against 
the claim that God exists. The moment the 
agnostic chooses consistency he becomes an 
atheist. For, as either fact-gatherer or logician, 
he will discover that there are no good 
grounds for claiming that God exists. The 
alternative is for him to give up trying to be 
consistent and reasonable, and assert that God 
exists in faith. But then he will have to doff 
the mantle of rationality which so attracted 
him when he adopted his original position. 


The drift of this argument is not new: it is 
not reasonable to believe in the existence of 
God. Reflective people may have other 
grounds for believing in God's existence, but 
these hinge not on any conception of ‘having 
good reasons’ familiar in science, logic, or 
philosophy. The point is that the agnostic, de- 
spite his pretentions, is not more reasonable 
than the atheist or the theist. The next step 
for him is easy: if he chooses to use his head, 
he will become an atheist. If he chooses to re- 
act to his glands, he will become a theist. 
Either he will grant that there is no good 
reason for believing in the existence of God, 
or he will choose to believe in the existence 
of God on the basis of no good reason. 

(Professor Hanson is chairman of the De- 
partment of History and Logic of Science at 
Indiana University. ) 


THE PASSING PARADE ... 


by EDD DOERR 
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The clericalist drive to obtain public funds 
for the support of sectarian indoctrination 
centres (parochial schools) suffered some- 
thing of a setback in mid-May when the U. S. 
Supreme Court refused to review a decision 
by the Vermont supreme court which held 
that tuition payments to Catholic high schools 
are a violation of the First Amendment. The 
Vermont case developed as a result of the 
practice whereby school districts containing 
no high schools of their own would send pupils 
to high schools in neighboring districts and pay 
tuition for them; this is acceptable, said the 
Vermont court, when the schools involved are 
public schools, but unlawful when they are 
parochial schools. The clericalists attached 
great importance to this case, in view of the 
battle for federal aid for education going on in 
Congress, for the attorney retained by the 
Catholic parents to take the case to the Su- 
preme Court was Paul Butler, former chairman 
of the Democratic National Committee. It is 
my hope that the Supreme Court's action in 
this case is indicative of its intention to hold 
the line against all clericalist attempts to get 
their hands into the public treasury. 

* 8 # 

Church and State, the monthly newsletter 
of POAU (Protestants and Other Americans 
United for Separation of Church and State), 
has been expanded to a handsome new 16 
page magazine format. POAU is one of the 
most important organizations holding the line 
against clericalist advance in this country and 
well deserves our support. The new Church 
and State begins a series of important columns 
by Paul Blanshard which will provide solid 
documentation and factual ammunition useful 
to average citizens interested in fighting for 
the preservation of religious freedom through 
church-state separation. Copies of the new 
Church and State may be obtained for $.35 
each (or 4 for $1.00) fromPOAU, 1633 
Massachusettes Av. N.W., Washington 6, D.C. 

* 8 & 

Although your editor is a licensed public 
school teacher and a staunch advocate of public 
education, I was rather gratified to learn that 
Princton University chemistry professor Dr. 
Daniel S. Trifan has won the right to keep his 
three children out of a formal school situation. 
While there is normally no excuse for parents 


violating the state compulsory school attend- 
ance laws, | am in agreement with Dr. Trifan’s 
position that when the local public schools do 
not offer an adequate program for vastly su- 
perior students (Trifan’s kids have IQ's in the 
140’s range and his eleven year old daughter is 
an accomplished musician and composer), it 
is permissible to educate them in whatever 
manner is needed to fully develop their abili- 
ties and personalities, as long as this education 
meets the minimum standards set down by law. 
I was most interested to note that the West 
Windzor Township school board, in pressing 
a criminal “‘disorderly persons’ charge against 
Dr. and Mrs. Trifan, complained (among other 
things) that the Trifan children did not read 
the Bible every day, a practice apparently re- 
quired by New Jersey law. I would like to 
commend the Trifans for their courageous 
stand for higher educational standards, and 
suggest to the New Jersey school authorities 
that they attempt to provide adequae educa- 
tional facilities for exceptional children and 
that they make some effort to comply with the 
First Amendment's restriction against religious 
teaching in tax-supported public schools. 
* 8 # 


Radio station WBAA is owned and operated 
by Purdue University, West Lafayette, Indiana, 
a tax-supported state university. WBAA's pro- 
gram schedule, one of the finest in the country, 
consists mainly of serious music, dramatic pro- 
ductions, and stimulating lectures, forums and 
other educational programs. I was quite 
shocked to learn, last fall, that WBAA's after- 
noon variety program included what amounted 
to unpaid commercials for Sunday church at- 
tendance. | immediately sent a polite letter of 
protest to the program director, citing an 
appropriate Supreme Court decision to the 
effect that a public school, such as Purdue 
University, may not promote sectarian reli- 
gion at the taxpayer's expense. I was advised 
that the station had no intention of altering 
its practice. Since that time, I have learned that 
station WBAA has been doing other unpaid 
and, in my opinion, illegal services for the 
clericalists, to wit: a fifteen minute sermon, 
called the “‘Morning Meditation’’, is presented 
six mornings every week; a prayer is read at 
6:00 P.M. every day, to the accompaniment 
of gentle harp music; the day’s program ends 
at 10:00 P.M. with something called ‘‘Portrals 
of Prayer’’; on Saturday evenings a whole hour 
is devoted to ““The Protestant Hour’’ and the 
Catholic ““Ave Maria Hour’. A more effective 
protest against this sectarian misuse of public 
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funds is being organized. It is probable that 
other state and municipal colleges and uni- 
versities also operate radio stations (AM, FM, 
or both) or T.V. stations, and that some of 
these may also be giving free time to sectarian 
interests.. Readers might care to investigate the 
matter and make whatever protests are con- 
sidered necessary. | will be happy to receive 
and publicize reports of such church-state vio- 
lations occuring anywhere in the country. 
>= © 

It is difficult for a bi-monthly magazine such 
as The Rationalist to keep up with the con- 
stantly developing situation in Cuba, and, in- 
deed, it would be rather unnecessary to dupli- 
cate the efforts of other more specialized 
publications. The Cuban situation is of interest 
to us for a variety of reasons, not the least of 
which are the fact tthat the Cuban revolution 
has described itself as a “humanistic revolu- 
tion” and the fact that the Castro regime is 
in conflict with the Catholic Church and has 
ordered the deportation of several hundreds 
of Spanish priests. Without attempting to go 
into detail, | would like to say that | personally 
believe that the mass media in this country 
are and have been presenting a grossly dis- 
torted picture of the Cuban situation, and that 
if the Castro government has made mistakes 
or committed injustices, the finger of fault 
should be pointed at the blunderings of U.S. 
government officials (of both parties) and the 
cupidity of private individuals and business 
interests in this country. 

Although The Rationalist itself does not 
take any official stand either for or against 
the Castro government, | personally can sug- 
gest some sources of information for interested 
readers who are dissatisfied with the rather 
one-sided reporting in the mass media. Perhaps 
the best, most concise and most up-to-date 
treatment of the whole Cuban situation is a 
detailed report by Sidney Lens, entitled “‘which 
Way Cuba?’’, in the March 1, 1961, issue 
of Fellowship, published by the Fellowship Of 
Reconciliation, Box 271, Nyack, New York. 
Copies of this number may be obtained for 
30-cents each. Another excellent source of 
information is a 50-cent Ballantine pocket edi- 
tion entitled Sartre On Cuba, by the eminent 
French novelist and humanist-existentialist, 
Jean-Paul Sartre. Sartre calls the revolution 
“humanistic” and writes in detail of his visit 
to Cuba and of his conversations and experi- 
ences with Dr. Castro and various members of 
his government. Further information may be 
obtained from the Fair Play for Cuba Com- 
mittee, 799 Broadway, New York 3, New 
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York, and from Lyle Stuart's monthly paper, 
The Independent, 225 Lafayette St., New 
York, New York. 


* * * 


Speaking of revolutions, columnist Drew 
Pearson not long ago unearthed an interesting 
and hitherto little known fact about the 
Philippine revolution which preceded and was 
later overshadowed by the Spanish-American 
War. In an interview with Pearson, 92 year 
old General Emilio Aguinaldo, who unsuccess- 
fully proclaimed Philippine independence from 
Spain and fought for it in 1896 and who un- 
successfully led the Filipinos against the Ameri- 
cans for two years after the end of the Spanish- 
American War, made the following comment 
in answer to a question about what started the 
1896 uprising: “| had become a Mason. As 
Free Masons, we were against the Catholic 
Church. Actually, the revolt was more against 
the Church than against the Spanish govern- 
ment.”” How strikingly parallel to the situation 
in Latin America in the early years of the last 
century! | wonder when historians will have 
the guts to put these facts in school texts. 


Readers’ Forum ® 


Editor: 

I’d like to ask you if you feel we truly advance 
our cause when we yield to the strong temptation 
to show our wit in making jokes and cracks which 
are only antagonizing to those who do not agree 
with us. Perhaps you go on the assumption that 
no one outside our clever little circle will read the 
American Rationalist. Certainly such articles as 
the one by Harold Rafton defining Humanism in 
the Jan.-Feb. issue just beg to be lent to friends 
who wonder if we believe anything constructive, 
but I hesitate to give wide circulation to the whole 
issue because of the other antagonizing material. 

Barbara Searles 
Naches, Wash. 
+ +. a 
Dear Mrs. Searles: 

Thank you for your comments. It is difficult to 
know just how much sarcasm to use in a magazine 
like ours. We must at the same time serve the 
readers who already share our position and also 
appeal to persons who are not yet ready to think 
of themselves as Rationalists or Humanists or 
Freethinkers. Letters such as yours help us to 
keep on the right track. 

The Editor 
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The Dangers of Obedience 


by COLLIN GONZE 


To the strange and different we some- 
times accord a greater degree of tolerance than 
to the familiar. The American Catholic school 
system is so removed from most of us that we 
are willing to grant it virtual exemption from 
serious examination; as if the millions of chil- 
dren in parochial schools were of no particular 
social concern to the rest of us. 


St. Michael's is not a rich parish. Vermont 
in general is an underdeveloped state, with 
too little capital, too few industries and too 
much reliance on argriculture. The St. Michael 
School plant is an old brick building, austere 
and anonymous when compared to the new, 
consolidated high school complex recently 
built on the other side of town. But St. Michael 
loses few students to the secular school (in 
fact, it enrolls a small number of Protestants) ; 
students who do, do so to get jobs. Vermont 
wages are low and the cost of living is as high 
as on the rest of the Atlantic coast; many 
families must have at least two wage earners, 
and the size of Catholic families stops mothers 
from working. One senses the working class 
character of the school almost immediately 
on entering: Education equals literacy plus reli- 
gious instructions. In each classroom is a large 
sign with the advice: “Be Christ-Like.”’ Other 
than a crucifix and an occasional religious 
scene, there are no unnecessary decorations. 
School hours are rammed together, lunch hour 
is trimmed to the time it takes to swallow a 
peanut butter sandwich and a glass of milk, 
and school lets out early enough for those who 
have afternoon jobs. So many of the boys work 
in local service stations and stores that little 
homework can be given. 

What transpires in the classrooms is hardly 
calculated to ignite students into intellectual 
activity. In a religion class for sophomores, for 
example, the priest opened the class with a 
question: “‘What virtues are we going to em- 
phasize in our study of Christ on earth?’ No- 
body moved, nobody scratched; it was as if 
the question would strike the first one who 
blinked. With a tiny motion of his white chin 
the priest finally pointed to someone. 
“Obedience?” said a little chap in a little 
voice. ; 

“All right,” said the priest, perfectly satis- 
fied. ‘Obedience. But to whom?” 

The little chap hadn't taken his chance to 
sit down, and no one else seemed about to 


help him, so he said with great hesitation: 
““superiors?”” 

“Yes...but who else? Who else, class?... 
come now...who must we obey?...Society, 
class,"” he finally revealed, “the rules of society. 
Very important, the rules of society. We must 
obey the rules of society. Everyone understood 
that? Good. Now, what is another virtue? 
Anyone...Hope! Hope is a theological virtue 
because it concerns God. We must have hope, 
always. Hope is necessary. Who hasn't hope, 
here>? Anyone? No. That's good.” 

The monologue continued almost uninter- 
rupted for almost 40 solid minutes. 

In an English literature class for seniors, the 
sister, uninterrupted by any extraneous distur- 
bance, was able to cover almost 500 years of 
English literature (Alfred to Doomsday Book) 
in one class period. The material was read, in 
snippets, from a textbook. A most forceful 
sister teaching a Latin class used a slight varia- 
tion on the pattern: she paused to ask ques- 
tions which could be answered in one or two 
words by glancing at the textbook. 

Just before leaving | asked the principal 
what his most annoying problem was. ““The 
kids who hate school,”’ he said sadly; “We 
have so many of them.” 

Almost 40 million Catholics live in America. 
Eight and a half million of them receive Catho- 
lic instructions. They are serviced by 52,000 
priests and 164,000 sisters. Every year bears 
a fruitful increase in the proportion of Catho- 
lics attending parochial schools. In terms of 
numbers handled, then, Catholic instruction 
is overwhelmingly successful. 

The quality of teaching is another question. 
What are the goals of Catholic education? It 
is safe to assume that, to the 26 American 
bishops, the best education is the one guaran- 
teeing the least deviation from the faith. A 
**good" school is thus one whose alumni stay 
in the church or convert to it. 

If the educational implications of American 
philosophical pragmatism have found no en- 
thusiasts in the Catholic school system, it is 
partly because the church takes the long- 
range view of things. John Dewey and William 
Heard Kilpatrick could hardly, in a few gen- 
erations, have displaced Aristotle and Thomas 
Aquines. One could hardly hope more for 
Dewey than was achieved by Descartes (whose 
metaphysics were perfectly acceptable) ! 

There are other reasons why the qualitative 
standards generally accepted by non-Catholic 
Americans have not been adopted. The hier- 
archical structure of the Catholic organization 
serves as the undisputed model for the school 
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system. The classroom rituals | had observed 
repeated, in a sense, the ceremony of the mass. 
Where God, vicar, and worshipper was in one, 
subject matter, interpreter and receptor was in 
the other. The situation could not be otherwise 
without encouraging deviationism. 

A man may willingly submit to religious 
authority because he loves and fears God and 
yet not endanger his neighbor. But the child 
who is formed by a system which demands the 
same submissiveness to educational authority 
may grow into a public menace. Stewart and 
Hould (Don Stewart and Thomas Hould, A 
Social-Phychological Theory of the Authori- 
tarian Personality. American Journal of Socio- 
logy, Nov. 1959.) have hypothesized that the 
individual reared in a social milieu which limits 
his perspective has little practice in role-play- 
ing. He thus easily meets failure in mastering 
new roles and so comes to accept the role 
assigned to him by his own reference group. 
The process may intensify to the point where 
the individual can no longer even sympathize 
with persons not in his reference group. This 
type of personality (negatively correlated with 
the number of social roles mastered) is Author- 
itarian. His distinguishing characteristics are 
ethnocentricity, compulsive conventionality, 
and along with submissiveness to superiors 
comes punitiveness to inferiors. 

If the Stewart-Hould hypothesis is true and 
if the Catholic educational system encourages 
the formation of Authoritarians, we must still 
remember that the growing or grown Catholic 
is not totally isolated from non-Catholics. Out- 
side his group, then, he may be forced to fill a 
quite different role—a union worker, a clerk, 
a manager, even a civic leader. This conflict, 
from which there can be no protection unless 
Catholics are to live in isolated communities 
like the Hutterites or the Mennonites, can, if 
magnified eight million times, lead to social 
turbulence of great danger. 

The political alliance between conservative 
congressmen and the Catholic bishops, most 
clearly evidenced during the federal aid to 
parochial schools controversy, is a working 
relationship with considerable growth poten- 
tial. That there exists a relationship between 
public education and international politics is 
now popularly admitted. There is no reason 
why the same should not hold for the effects 
of parochial education to national events. 

> 


‘Mankind is facing its most deadly predicament 
since it climbed down from the trees: but 
neither Yoga, Zen, nor any other Asian form of 
mysticism has any significant advice to offer.” 

— Arthur Koestler 
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The Catholic Church 


vs. The Planned Family 
by MARGARET McILROY 


The British Transport Commission recently 
removed from the London Underground an 
advertisement exhibited and paid for by the 
Family Planning Association. In a statement 
to the press, the Commission attempted to 
explain this action by declaring that it is not 
permitted to show posters which are reli- 
giously controversial. Letters of protest, pre- 
sumably from Roman Catholics, were re- 
ceived; therefore the posters had to be re- 
moved. The posters in question, however, 
were not concerned with religion at all, but 
with a purely secular matter on which a reli- 
gious body has views, which it is trying to 
foist on the community. If this decision of 
the British Transport Commission is accepted, 
the Roman Catholic Church is given a com- 
plete right of veto on advertisements merely 
having to state that it considers a matter 
controversial in order to prevent its being 
publicised. This illustrates the arrogance of 
the Roman Catholic Church, which claims 
that its opposition to birth control derives 
from ‘natural law’, law binding on non- 
Catholics also. It also reveals the spineless 
officials in face of pressure from a minority 
group of religious fanatics. 


The Catholic Church is never slow to take 
advantage of such weakness. This may be 
seen very clearly in Eire. In 1951 a Bill was 
introduced by the Government of Eire to 
produce a free health service for mothers 
and children. This would have been partiu- 
larly beneficial in Southern Ireland, where 
the infant mortality rate is a disgrace.. At the 
last moment the bishops informed the Prime 
Minister that they considered a free health 
service contrary to the moral teachings of the 
Church. The Prime Minister promptly aband- 
oned the Bill, assuring the bishops that “the 
government would readily and immediately 
acquiesce in a decision of the hierarchy’’. The 
vote of Parliament and the electorate counted 
for nothing, and the people would not even 
have known why they lost their health ser- 
vice, had not Dr. Noel Browne, the incensed 
Minister of Health insisted on publishing the 
correspondence. He also resigned in protest. 

Family planning is essential in the modern 
world, and those who hamper the work of the 
Family Planning Association in the name of 


religion are in the highest degree anti-social. 
Vast as the potentialities of increased food 
production are, at the present moment some 
two-thirds of the people of the world are 
under-nourished, and the number who can 
enjoy a decent standard of life on this planet 
cannot be infinite. Families must be limited 
by birth control, unless population is to be 
checked in the crudest and most cruel way 
possible—by the availability of food. To the 
Roman Catholic Church, however, the mass 
starvation of children—provided the infants 
are assured by baptism of their passports to 
heaven—is presumably not the tragedy it 
appears to us. 


From the point of view of the individual 
also it is most cruel to deny information on 
birth control to those who want it. It is cruel 
to wife, husband and existing children. Worst 
of all is the cruelty to the baby born into a 
world where there is no welcome for him, 
for only loving personal care enables a child 
to develop in mental and physical health. 
How monstrous to tell parents of five or six 
children that they risk hell fire for ever if 
they use contraceptives! How monstrous to 
say this to a mother living in a single room 
with several children and unable to buy 
nourishing food for them: or to a woman 
who knows that she has little chance of sur- 
viving the birth of a child, and perhaps al- 
ready has children whom she fears to leave 
motherless. But such practical and humane 
considerations are blandly ignored by un- 
married Roman Catholic Priests and bishops, 
who claim to be divinely appointed guard- 
ians of family life. 

Certainly there are parents so gifted that 
they can make a happy home for a dozen 
children, but generally the efficiency and 
happiness of the home declines as the number 
of children rises above three. Worries about 
health, education and money wreak havoc 
with the nerves of many parents. Older 
children are given responsibilities beyond 
their years, and their intellectual develop- 
ment may be retarded because their parents 
have little time to talk and play with them. 
Often father takes to going out every evening 
to escape from the discomforts of home, while 
the wife’s interests become more and more 
narrow, and the quality of the marriage de- 
teriorates. People who have too many child- 
ren often miss all the joys of parenthood, and 
have only the cares. In this century our stand- 
ard of child care has improved immeasurably. 
Parents and public authorities alike now tend 
to regard the individual child as a personality 
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in his own right. Parents can enjoy their 
children. Instead of being regarded merely 
as another mouth to feed, a child in this 
country is considered an asset to society. 
Birth control in fifty years has given children 
a status that Christianity, with its supposed 
moral. standard, could not give in nineteen 
centuries! 


Experience shows that the quality of family 
life is higher in planned families, but the celli- 
bate, exclusively male priests who claim di- 
vine authority to regulate martial relations 
are not concerned with realities. They base 
their opposition to birth control on abstract 
reasoning from assumed premises. They claim 
that the primary purpose of sex is procreation 
and hence conclude that marital relations 
with the possibility of conception deliberately 
excluded are contrary to God's “natural law’’. 
Some modern Catholic writers have rejected 
the teachings of such medieval theologians 
as St. Augustine, who considered is sinful for 
married couples to indulge in intercourse 
except for the purpose of procreation, but the 
present Catholic view of birth control clearly 
betrays the influence of these “‘saints’’, with 
their morbid fear of sex. 


The prohibition of birth control is absolute, 
no dispensation being granted for any reason. 
Couples who have good reason for wishing 
to avoid the birth of a child are kindly per- 
mitted to make use of the so-called “‘safe 
period’, whose unreliability is notorious. If 
pregnancy would be disastrous, the Church's 
only advice is to abstain completely from 
marital relations. The strain this must put on 
a marriage is obvious to all normal people, 
but the late Pope Pius XII argued to his 
own satisfaction that since God commanded 
abstention, such abstention must be within 
the power of a good Christian. On the other 
hand theologians have said that a woman 
should not refuse the “marriage debt” if her 
husband requires it, lest his unsatisfied desires 
lead him into the mortal sin of seeking satis- 
faction elsewhere. 


It is worth noting that the Roman Catholic 
attitude to birth control is not based on bib- 
lical teaching, but on “‘natural law’. Catholics 
are fond of quoting from Genesis (Chapter 
38) the story of Onan, who, we are told, 
was killed by God as a punishment for an 
act of “birth control’. Onan, however, had 
maliciously refused to give a child to a woman 
who desparately wanted one, so opposition to 
family planning based on this legend is ri- 
diculous and dishonest. 
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The Family Planning Association is an 
organization doing splendid social work, 
which has made life better for thousands of 
parents and children. Lord Chorley, a Vice- 
President of the Association, recently referred 
in the House of Lords to the vendetta which 
the Roman Catholic Church was conducting 
against the Family Planning Association. It 
is disgraceful that a public body such as the 
British Transport Commission should yield 
to pressure from the Catholic minority, and 
the Commission must be forced to rescind 
this high-handed and undemocratic decision. 


— Reprinted from the Freethinker, London. 
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Hubert 


A FABLE 
by EDD DOERR 


Hubert’s difficulties began when he tried to get 
a passport to leave the country. He had, of course, 
taken the precaution of having Sir George ac- 
company him, for there had been every reason 
to expect some sort of trouble. 

First there was the incredulous guard at the 
gate of Government House in Leopoldville. (This 
story was written in 1957, while the author was 
living in South America. — Ed.) After nearly ten 
minutes of heated arguing, during which time a 
mob of even more incredulous natives had noisily 
gathered, that bewildered individual admitted in 
exasperation that the whole thing was highly ir- 
regular but permitted Hubert and Sir George to 
pass. The secretary to the passport clerk was only 
slightly less obstinate, but finally Hubert and Sir 
George was admitted to the presence of the be- 
spectacled, celluloid-collared passport clerk, who 
was a man obviously highly impressed with his 
own importance and indispensability. 

“A vos ordres,” sniffed the clerk with a distinct 
air of disdain. 


“I’m terribly sorry, old man,” Hubert responded, 
“put my French is distressingly poor. Would you 
very much mind using English?” 

Hearing Hubert speak was really quite a shock 
for the poor clerk, who had no more imagination 
than most public servants. But after staring in 
openmouthed disbelief for some moments, he 
managed to regain his composure, at least partially. 
“M-may I be of service, Monsieurs?” 

“As a matter of fact, you can,” said Hubert, 
hoping that the fellow would be less ill at ease. 
“I'd like to see about getting a passport, as I 
intend to emigrate to America.” 

“Th-this,” stammered the clerk, “seems to be 
somewhat irregular. You will excuse me whilst 
I consult with my superiors.” The little man turned 
and scurried off, stopping only to look around to 
make sure that he had not been dreaming, and 
disappeared behind a row of tall cabinets. 

The clerk reappeared at the heels of a tall, im- 
perious, lantern-jawed individual who was obviously 
of the opinion that his clerk had at last been af- 
fected by the equatorial sun. He snapped to 
attention before Sir George and demanded some- 
what impatiently, “Is there something I can do 
for you, sir?” 

“Yes,” Sir George replied, “My friend here 
would like to obtain a passport in order to get to 
America. I hope we shan’t have any trouble.” 

“Parbleu! Are you trying to make of me a 
fool?” spluttered the irate official, sensing that 
he was being made the butt of some joke. 

“Certainly not,” replied Hubert, causing the of- 
ficial to blanch and gasp. “I’ve simply requested 
a passport. Can you see that I am issued one 
at once?” 

“This is obviously some sort of trick. I do 
not care to hear more.” The official loosened his 
tie as he spoke and began to perspire more freely 
than the morning’s temperature warranted. 

“T assure you that it is not,” Hubert retorted. 
“Now would you be so kind as to let me fill out the 
proper application forms?” 


The official, visibly shaken, sank slowly into a 
convenient chair and yanked his collar open wider. 
Sir George then proceeded to relate as much of 
Hubert’s story as he considered necessary, a story 
which has since been reported and distorted in 
nearly every magazine and newspaper in the world. 
At length, the official, who was really not a bad 
sort, became convinced of the authenticity of 
Hubert’s request and promised to do all within his 
power to obtain the desired document. This would 
be impossible, however, without advice from Brus- 
sels, for the law was very specific and seemed to 
make no allowances for cases such as Hubert’s. 
And as getting anything from Brussels would in 
all likelihood require considerable time, the official 
suggested that Hubert and Sir George next consult 
the American consul. 


Thanking the kind official for his assistance, 
our friends started walking toward the American 
consulate, but a short distance down the broad, 
palm shaded avenue. Following them, but at a 
respectful distance, was an ever growing crowd 
of curious native children and a not inconsiderable 
number of their idle elders. 


As the pair entered the reception room of the 
consulate, they were greeted by a penetrating shriek 
emitted by the receptionist, who wasted no time 
in getting out of the office through a side door. 
Hubert managed to arrest the fall of her typewriter 
as it tumbled from her desk. As he was replacing 
it, the consul’s door burst open and out barged 
the consul himself. 

“What the hell’s going on here,” he barked. Then, 
noticing Hubert standing at the receptionist’s desk, 
he yelled, “Yipe —! Get that goddam ape out of 
here!” 

“I beg your pardon!” said Hubert, turning to face 
the consul, who very nearly dropped his denture. 

The consul ran behind Sir George and peered 
over his shoulder, obviously disturbed by the fact 
that a chimpanzee had just spoken to him, albeit 
a chimpanzee impeccably attired in the best Bond 
Street fashion. (Sir George’s tailor had done an 
admirable job of providing a suitable wardrobe for 
Hubert.) 

Having assured the consul that there was 
nothing whatever to fear, Hubert bade him to sit 
down. 

With the atmosphere a trifle more calm — the 
receptionist had recovered from her initial shock 
and reentered the office — Sir George proceeded 
to relate the strange story behind Hubert’s extra- 
ordinary appearance. 

“You see,” he began, “I am an anthropologist. 
And for quite some time I’ve been intensely in- 
terested in the evolution of homo sapiens from — 
if you will excuse the expression, Hubert — lower 
forms of anthropoids. An interesting opportunity 
presented itself when I chanced to learn from a 
colleague that in the Mgwabe district of the Congo 
lived a variety of chimpanzee far too clever to be 
trapped by conventional methods. 

“Fortunately, my university provided funds for 
a modest expedition. Having rather carefully 
studied the methods of my predecessors in this 
area, I decided against the usual trapping methods. 
I simply set up camp in a remote part of the 
Mgwabe region known to be frequented by these 
chimps. Although I had brought along firearms 
for protection, I kept them concealed, so as not to 
frighten off the chimps. Once camp was set up, 
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I did nothing but sit in the clearing, reading or 
tinkering with various items of equipment. It 
was nearly two weeks before any of the chimps 
dared to approach out of curiosity. The fellow 
who did so was Hubert. But of course that was 
before he could talk. His curiosity led him to come 
quite close. He would examine me visually from 
head to foot, and after a few days began inspecting 
my equipment and books. He seemed fascinated 
and I did nothing whatever to deter him. Hubert 
appeared to be the leader of this band of chimps, 
for none of the others would dare come into my 
clearing and they seemed to obey Hubert’s gut- 
teral commands. 

“In a sense, I suppose you might say that Hubert 
and I became friends. We would eat together, and 
Hubert even learnt to smoke. At length I decided 
upon a drastic experiment to prove or disprove 
certain theories which had been turning over in 
my mind. As is well known, there is no structure 
found in the brain of a chimpanzee which is not 
also found in the homo sapiens’ brain, and, con- 
versely, the human brain contains no formation 
that is not found in the brain of a chin‘o. The 
difference of most importance to me was that of 
the larynx, which in the lower anthropoids is 
rather poorly developed. There are other physio- 
logical differences between humans and chimps, 
of course, but they are of minor significance. I 
felt that the larynx of a chimp could be surgically 
modified to enable the chimp to develop the ability 
to speak. After all, when the American psy- 
chologist Kellogg raised a chimp named Gua with 
his own son, the only thing that enabled the human 
child to eventually surpass the chimp was the fact 
that when the boy began to learn to talk, the poor 
chimp could never master more than a few simple 
words, due simply to physiological limitations of 
the larynx. 

“To test my theories, I had to take an action 
which proved to be more painful to me than to 
Hubert. Having taught him to appreciate gin, 
I passed him a drug one day which knocked him 
completely cold. Then I took him to Leopoldville 
where a surgeon friend then secretly operated on 
Hubert’s larynx and rebuilt it to resemble that of 
a human. 

“Hubert gradually overcame his terror and for- 
gave me for what I had to do, realizing that I had 
actually opened up whole new dimensions for him, 
given him a new life, so to speak. Hubert still 
speaks with a bit of an accent, but so what?’ When 
he had learnt to speak and write quite well, I tested 
him and found, to my profound surprise, that his 
‘ intelligence was probably higher than my own. 
In just a few months, Hubert has learnt to speak 
English quite well and can struggle along with 
German and French. Now we both think that he 
is ready to begin his formal education in America, 
if we can arrange to get there.” 

“This is utterly fantastic,” was all the perplexed 
consul could say. He had been staring at Hubert, 
who was self-consciously looking out the window. 

Hubert turned and faced the consul. “Yes, Sir 
George has jumped millions of years of evolution 
with a few strokes of a surgeon’s scalpel. What 
has happened is of greatest scientific importance, 
which is one of the reasons why I must get to 
America. I might have some difficulty, however, 
in getting a passport. Is there some way I could 
enter the United States without one?” 
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“Uunfortuately, no,” said the consul, “You must 
have a passport before I can even issue a tourist 
visa. All I can suggest is that you work with your 
own government and get one.” 


Having thanked the consul for his aid, Hubert 
and Sir George also secured his promise to keep 
mum about the whole affair as they wanted to avoid 
publicity. 


Later, following his inquiry to the Ministry of 
External Affairs in Brussels, the passport official 
in Leopoldville found himself recalled to Belgium. 
Moreover, an inspector was sent out to look into 
the matter. In commenting on the incident, one 
Antwerp newspaper demanded an investigation into 
what it termed the “lax personnel procurement 
procedures” of the Belgian foreign service. 

Hubert, for his part, was denied a passport on 
the grounds that he could not be classified as a 
Belgian national. He was granted permission to 
appeal the case, but Hubert and Sir George felt 
that this would be a waste of time, especially as 
it would necessitate going to Belgium. As the 
life expectancy of a chimp is considerably less 
than that of a homo sapiens, Hubert did not feel 
inclined to waste time fighting his way through 
the tortuous labyrinths of bureaucratic red tape. 

As no other channels seemed to be open, Hubert 
was forced to adopt the humiliating expedient of 
accompanying Sir George aboard a small freighter 
as a pet. But although he did not enjoy the freedom 
of the deck, the voyage was not altogether un- 
pleasant and he had sufficient time to read through 
the goodly supply of books which he and Sir George 
had brought along. 

When they arrived safely in the United States, 
the anthropologist and his simian friend purchased 
a Volkswagon and proceeded by motorcar to Mid- 
western University, which they had selected be- 
cause of its relative remoteness and high academic 
rating. Air travel had proven to be out of the 
question as Hubert absolutely refused to fly in 
a cage in the baggage compartment and as the air- 
lines would have it no other way. A short delay 
occurred when Hubert tried to obtain an automobile 
operator’s license. The licensing officials would not 
issue one until an attorney retained by Sir George 
succeeded in obtaining a writ of mandamus based 
upon the argument that the motor vehicle law did 
not specifically prohibit non-humans from obtain- 
ing permits. 

As might have been expected, Hubert’s arrival 
did not escape the notice of the press. These 
worthy gentlemen, however, did not grasp the true 
significance of the matter and tended to regard 
the whole affair as nothing more than a very 
clever stunt, the more so since the name of Sir 
George Smythe-Billingsley was almost totally un- 
known outside scientific circles. After an initial 
flurry of rather absurd items in the press, the 
novelty of a talking chimp who could drive a car 
wore thin with the millions who are accustomed 
to the frightful inanities of television and the other 
mass media. Besides, Hubert refused to be exploited 
and Sir George came to be regarded as a very poor 
sport about the whole thing. And, of course, with 
several of the world’s leading nations playing about 
with artificial earth satellites, intercontinental 
guided missiles and expeditions to the moon, stories 
about a mere telking chimp could hardly make a 
sustained splash. 


The trip from New York to Midwestern Uni- 
versity passed with but two minor incidents. While 
passing through the thriving metropolis of Bug- 
juice, Ohio, Hubert had the misfortune to dis- 
regard a partially concealed “stop” signal and to 
be observed by a mounted defender of the law 
who for reasons unknown happened to be stationed 
inconspicuously behind a billboard. The lawman’s 
rough demeanor vanished, however, after a brief 
exchange with Hubert, who took exception to the 
manner of apprehension. An item in the local 
weekly later mentioned that the officer in question 
had been relieved of his duties as a result of a 
disagreement with his superior over his alleged 
drinking habits. 

The other incident occurred several hundred 
miles further west when Hubert and Sir George 
stopped at a small] restaurant for lunch. A pimply- 
faced youth of doubtful intelligence behind the 
lunch counter informed him that they could not be 
served “on accounta we got rools aroun’ here.” 
It was not until much later that Hubert learned 
that the state in which this incident occurred has 
a law prohibiting restaurants from refusing service 
to a customer on racial grounds. 

Arriving at Centerville at last, the pair proceeded 
to the office of the university’s registrar, where 
Hubert’s matriculation caused no end of confusion. 
As Hubert had not been graduated from an ac- 
credited high school, he had to take entrance 
examinations, where his only poor showing was in 
United States history. 

As a university population is generally flexible 
and rather tolerant, Hubert had little difficulty in 
adjusting to campus life. Few incidents occurred 
to mar the serenity of the sleepy college town. 
The only one worth mentioning was a protest 
organized by a few students in Hubert’s dormitory 
who objected to the university’s policy of not per- 
mitting any form of segregation. The protest 
was joined by one from several influential members 
of the university’s board of governors, who felt 
that Hubert’s presence would not serve the best 
interests of the institution. Good sense prevailed, 
however; the student newspaper and the faculty 
council both supported Hubert and the furor sub- 
sided as reapidly as it had begun. 

It might be mentioned that it was Hubert’s in- 
tention to secure a well rounded scientific and 
liberal arts education to best prepare him for a 
career as a writer and applied sociologist. And as 
Sir George had promised to finance his education, 
the only major problem which persisted was that 
of the status of Hubert’s citizenship. The importance 
of this problem was pointed out by a friendly law 
student on his dormitory floor who felt that 
Hubert’s legal rights and even the safety of his 
person might be in jeopardy unless the matter were 
cleared up at once. 

As the nearest office of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service was but a few hours away 
by car, Hubert and Sir George decided to seek 
advice concerning their problem. Their arrival 
touched off a chain reaction of troubles, for after 
hours of discussion and flipping through regulation 
manuals and departmental bulletins, the problem 
was no nearer to its solution than it had been the 
day before. The laws and regulations did not 
provide a clearcut answer and there was absolutely 
no precedent to be followed. Hubert was advised 
at last to retain an attorney and to take his case 
directly to the Attorney General. 


The press became aware of the situation and 
national interest was stirred up almost overnight. 
Newspaper and magazine articles inundated the 
country. — Editorials and “letters to the editor” 
attacked the problem from a hundred different 
angles. But a quick solution was not forthcoming. 
Perhaps the most cogent summary of the whole 
affair was to be found in Newslife Magazine, a 
journal noted for its ability to-simplify even the 
most complex matters. Its comments are re- 
produced below, with the publisher’s kind per- 
mission. 

“Hubert Mgwabe, a student at Midwestern Uni- 
versity and until recently a resident of the Belvian 
Congo, has a problem which may well concern 
the whole nation. Hubert is a chimpanzee. As a 
result of a throat operation performed under the 
able direction of British anthropologist Sir George 
Smythe - Billingsley, Hubert has mastered the 
English language and acquired an education better 
than that of the average American. 

“Hubert’s problems, illustrated by the fact that 
he had to enter the country masquerading as a 
pet, is this: Is he eligible for United States citizen- 
ship? And does he come under the protection of 
the constitution? Does he have any legal rights? 
And if he does, can he be charged with having 
entered the country illegally and ordered deported? 
No matter how you look at it, Hubert Mgwabe 
has problems. 

“Meanwhile, the president of Midwestern Uni- 
versity has announced that Hubert will continue 
his studies at the university and that the uni- 
versity’s law faculty will serve as his advisers.” 

Shortly after the nation had been made aware 
of the problems of Hubert Mgwabe, a spokesman 
for the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals in a large eastern city demanded that 
Congress enact special legislation to secure Hubert’s 
rights, whereupon the local chapter of the American 
Civil Rights Union in the same city issued a state- 
ment asserting that civil rights could not be denied 
or abridged “on account of race, color or previous 
condition of servitude” and that special legislation 
was therefore unnecessary and undesirable. It also 
recommended that the Justice Department consider 
Hubert as a displaced person and grant him per- 
manent resident status. As this statement came to 
be endorsed by a number of organizations across 
the country, the Justice Department issued a state- 
ment to the effect that persons from Belgium or 
its possessions could not come under the provisions 
of the Displaced Persons Act. ‘The Department’s 
spokesman also said that no decision had been 
made as yet as to whether or not Hubert could 
even be classified as a “person” under United 
States law. 

By this time, the entire country was aroused and 
everyone was taking sides. Radio and television 
brought the problem even to the attention of the 
illiterate and the lazy. “Is Hubert the Chimp to 
become a citizen?” blared out loudspeakers and 
newspaper headlines. “Is an intelligent, talking ape 
to be called a human being?” 

The nation was in turmoil. Nothing had stirred 
up sO much comment since the Russian Sputnik. 
Many people felt that the whole thing was some 
sort of hoax or publicity stunt, but others, accept- 
ing the bare facts of the matter, took one side 
or another. 

A private refugee relief organization aroused 
considerable comment when it stated publicly that 
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Hubert’s case was not altogether unlike that of 
refugees from the Spanish Civil War or the Arab- 
Israeli War, none of whom may enter the United 
States as displaced persons. — The organization 
demanded that Congress throughly revamp the 
D.P. program. On the heels of this pronounce- 
ment came on from a prominent veterans group 
demanding that Congress act at once to tighten up 
existing immigration laws. “America for Ameri- 
cans!” was their battlecry. 

It was not more than a few days later that 
Senator Lung, one of the nation’s most ardent 
supporters of apartheid, in a nationwide television 
address, stated that... “if a hairy monkey from 
the stinkin’ jungles of dawkest Africa kin attain 
the sacred privlidge of American citizenship, then, 
mah frenz, owah nation will become the meltin’ 
pot in which the flowah of owah noble American 
manhood and womanhood will be dee-looted, dee- 
graded and dee-stroyed. If'n this sub-human 
monstrosity is allowed tuh go tuh the polls an’ 
claim the rights of a citizen of the greatest dee- 
mocracy the world has evah knowed, y’all kin 
just bet yoah bottom dollah that one a’ these days 
he’ll come aroun’ wantin’ tuh marry up with one 
a owah daughtahs or sistahs. M-a-a-h fellah 
citizens, Ah shuddah at this thought .. .” 

Senator Lung’s speech inflamed passions in all 
sections of the country. Demands were made for 
Hubert’s deportation. Demonstrations were spon- 
sored in a number of New England and Southern 
communities by Stepdaughters of Cotton Mather, 
the Orvai Faubus League for the Preservation 
of Civil Order and Domestic Tranquility, and other 
organizations. Reporters descended upon the no 
longer sleepy college town in ever greater numbers. 
It was even reported that John Kasper might be 
headed for Centerville. 

For his part, Hubert was quitely carrying a full 
schedule of twenty six credit hours, and at the same 
time was contributing brilliant articles to scholarly 
journals under an assumed name. The publicity 
had at first told somewhat on his nerves, but he 
was gradually becoming accustomed to it. Uni- 
versity guards, the town marshall and state police- 
men were doing their best to keep curiosity seekers 
and reporters off the campus and out of trouble. 
The university had no objection to Hubert’s making 
occasional statements to the press, but he chose 
to say no more than that he had confidence in the 
good sense of Americans and that justice would 
be done. But the controversy raged on. 

A group of Humanist, Rationalist, Unitarian and 
other liberal religious leaders, together with a 
group of eminent social scientists, published a 
statement recommending that Hubert be allowed 
to remain in the country as a permanent resident, 
on the ground that what distinguished humans from 
lower animals was the possession of language, 
culture and rationality, thus implying that Hubert 
was as human as anyone in the country. Ameri- 
cans must wake up, the statement added, to 
the fact that mere physical appearance could no 
longer be regarded as of great importance in human 
relations. 

A well-known evangelist made the headlines 
when he blasted Hubert as being a “blasphemous 
publicity stunt.” He went on to say that “all 
human beings are descended from Adam and Eve, 
and to suggest that this poor monkey is a de- 
scendent of our first parents, who were created 
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in the image and likeness of Gawd, is to make a 
mockery of our holy religion and the Scriptures.” 
His remarks were echoed from thousands of pulpits 
across the land. Innumerable preachers found 
occasion to lambast the Devil, Darwin and Hubert 
with their most ringing and eloquent denunciations. 

At a press conference on rocketry and nuclear 
weapons, one bold reporter asked the President for 
his views on Hubert’s case. With characteristic 
honesty and forthrightness, the President thought- 
fully replied that he had not had the time to study 
the matter thoroughly, but added that the proper 
government people were working on the case and 
could be expected to come up with a solution with- 
out undue delay. 

Tension continued to mount. The Attorney 
General’s office, the target of thousands of in- 
quiries, demands and threats, announced that its 
best legal talent was working on the case and that 
hearings would be held to which prominent social 
scientists and lawyers and Hubert himself would 
be invited. Following this announcement, various 
churches and pressure groups demanded to be re- 
presented at the hearings. To this, however, the 
Justice Department, to its credit, replied that the 
question was a legal and scientific one, although 
it did appreciate the interest of the various groups 
in the matter. 

On_the eve of the Department’s decision, the 
crescendo of tension and interest grew beyond all 
bounds. Apartheid enthusiasts threatened seces- 
sion and “mass retaliation’, whatever that might 
be. Clergymen drew battle lines as the controversy 
deepened. Cardinal Spielmann muttered grimly 
about excommunications. Spokesmen for the auto- 
mobile industry forecast an upswing in sales. Con- 
gressmen hastened to assure their constituents 
that the problem was out of their hands. 

In private hearings before Justice Department 
officials, the majority of the social scientists testi- 
fying agreed more or less with Hubert himself, 
who asserted that what made an organism human 
was its possession of language and rationality, its 
ability to use tools and symbols and to develope 
and transmit culture. This point was rather 
definitely made when Sir George triumphantly 
produced several of the journals which contained 
articles written by Hubert himself. 

The following day an assistant to the Attorney 
General announced that the only distinctions 
between Hubert and other humans were minor 
physical differences upon which the law could 
place no importance. It was also announced that 
the question of the legality of Hubert’s entrance 
into the country was not relevant in that it oc- 
curred prior to the clarification of his legal status. 
Also, since Hubert was chronologically but eleven 
years old, he was legally a minor and could 
eventually acquire citizenship without difficulty. 
A Midwestern U. sociologist then announced that 
he would begin adoption proceedings so that Hubert 
would have a legal guardian until he reached his 
majority. 

In rapid succession, several state legislatures met 
in special sessions and enacted laws designed to 
prevent individuals of simian ancestry” from at- 
tending schools, holding jobs and voting. The use 
of the term “simian ancestry” was rationalized 
through clauses stating that common sense and 
revelation militated against the idea that humans 
came from other origins than a pair of humans 


placed on the planet by direct divine action. A 
test case is expected to go to the courts soon as 
a prominent biologist wishes to establish in a court 
of law that he and all other humans are descended 
from ape-like ancestors. 


But even after Hubert’s legal status was clarified, 
public interest did not diminish rapidly. Several 
months later Hubert and Sir George co-authored 
an article for a leading scientific journal in which 
they explored the implications for evolution theory 
of Hubert’s case and concluded that the case 
provided abundant corrobration for evolution theory, 
even though the laryngal surgery did accelerate 
the process. They also made known their intention 
to return to the Congo for further investigation of 
the problem. 


As is always the case, the public cannot long 
confine its attention to one subject, and interest 
shifted slowly back to world affairs, the Cold 
War, new Russian activities in the Middle East 
and the space race. 

One other incident of note, however, was the 
declaration by the popular theologian Bishop Ful- 
min Spleen that Hubert’s having become human 
was the result of a soul’s having been planted 
divinely into his body. — Hubert, who normally 
exercised a great deal of restraint, countered with 
a magazine article in which he claimed that being 
human was simply a matter of having a certain 
level of neural developement, which was attained 
by quite natural processes. He likewise stated 
that he was so sure of the interconnection between 
his thinking processes and physical body that he 
could not conceive of any way in which his con- 
sciousness could survive the destruction of his body. 

Nothing else of consequence happened until the 
end of the scholastic year. Hubert had grown 
somewhat moody and Sir George and others among 
Hubert’s friends wondered if the strain and tension 
of the past year had not been too much for him. 
After all, they reminded themselves, he had literally 
only been out of the trees for less than two years 
and little was really known about the deeper 
aspects of his psychology, even though projective 
tests have shown him to have a healthy emotional 
make-up by human standards. Others worried 
about the effects of his abnormally heavy academic 
load, though his grades were very nearly perfect. 

His restlessness at length caused Sir George to 
speak with him as he had never had before. After 
the kindly anthropologist had expressed his deep 
concern for Hubert’s welfare, the latter slowly lit 
a cigar and leaned back in his chair. 

“You know,” he began, blowing a perfect smoke 
ring, “I’ve been living like the human being I am 
for nearly two years now. But hasn’t it struck 
you that something might bloody well be missing? 
Well, it has, and I jolly well intend doing some- 
thing about it.” 

“Whatever in blazes do you mean, old boy?” 

“Precisely this. A man doesn’t live by bread 
alone, if you follow me. I can’t say that your 
homo sapiens females exactly appeal to me, and 
I’m sure that precious few of them would be at- 
tracted to me. What I’m getting at is that I 
want to return to the Congo to find a mate, 
preferably one like myself, who can have her larynx 
altered to permit speech.” 

Well, to make a long story short, Hubert obtained 
a passport and a visa to reenter the Congo as a 
visitor. Moreover, a team of UNESCO scientists 


succeeded in convincing the Belgian government 
that it should grant citizenship to all anthropoids 
who could be operationally classed as humans. 
Brussels also agreed to finance the hospital ex- 
penses of all simians who could profit by the 
larynx operation. 


According to the latest reports, Hubert was 
married in a quiet civil ceremony, with Sir George 
as best man, to a charminig chimp who had adopted 
the name of Elizabeth. Hubert and Sir George 
have found several dozen other chimps which were 
rendered human by laryngal surgery, and they 
have naturally been credited with having founded 
a new race, although at the present time it is im- 
possible to venture an opinion as to the eventual 
outcome of the whole business. Naturally, the 
whole affair has necessitated some radical revising 
of religious and philosophical thinking, which will 
certainly have an ultimately beneficial effect. 


The only discordant notes to be heard were from 
Senator Lung and the Union of South Africa. The 
former has stirred up a Senate investigation of 
alleged subversive influence in the Justice Depart- 
ment, while the latter has enacted legislation 
making it a crime not to shave at least thrice 
weekly. 


“The day will come when the mystica! generation 
of Jesus by the Supreme Being as his Father, in the 
womb of a virgin, will be classed with the fable 
of the generation of Minerva in the brain of 
Jupiter. But we may hope that the dawn of reason, 
and freedom of thought in these United States, 
will do away all this artificial scaffolding.” (Letter 
to John Adams—1823) 


— Thomas Jefferson, Third President 
of the United States 
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The Wide, Wide Movement 


by ELDON SCHOLL 


Martin A. Larson, author of The Religion 
of the Occident, now in its third edition, will 
be the main speaker at the seventh annual 
convention of the AMERICAN RATION- 
ALIST FEDERATION to be held in St. 
Louis, Mo., on August 25, 26, 27th, at the 
Claridge Hotel. Information may be obtained 
by writing to the Federation at P.O. Box 255, 
Rockford, Ill, or to the Rationalist Society 
of St. Louis, 2218 St. Louis Ave., St. Louis 6, 
Mo. The Federation has announced that due 
to a late start the proposed American tour 
by Colin McCall, General Secretary of the 
British National Secular Society, will not be 
carried out this year but may probably be 
conducted next year. Details will be worked 
out at the annual convention. 


Rationalists vacationing this year might 
consider some of the stop-over places lined 
up by Jack Bays. He offers camping places 
at the foot of Simpson Mountain, six miles 
northwest of Cederedge, Colorado (18 miles 
north of Delta, Colorado). Write to him at 
Cederedge, Colorado. Other places are in 
Canada and in Wisconsin. Write John Holub, 
1101 N. 13th St., Milwaukee 3, Wisconsin 
and to Merle Curti, 3516 Taliho Lane, Madi- 
son 5, Wisc. There are fine places for camp- 
ing, hiking, in Wisconsin. Mountain Meadows 
Ranch is an ideal place to vacation in Canada. 
It is owned by Sam LeBaron, Cardston, 
Alberta, Canada. 


At their May meeting the JEFFERSON 
FREE THOUGHT SOCIETY had a travelog 
on Denmark, its people and their institutions, 
illustrated by superb colored motion pictures. 
Miss Edith Quade, Curator of Education in 
the Milwaukee Public Museum, took the su- 


perlative motion pictures a few years ago 
in Denmark. 


When Radio Station WAQE, Towson, 
Maryland, allowed a preacher to use abu- 
sive and libelous language about Mrs. Murray 
and the Liberal, the station was asked to show 
the script of the show, but didn’t answer. 
The FCC has been asked to enter the case. 


With the American Rationalist back in St. 
Louis, and the fact the ARF annual conven- 
tion will be held in St. Louis this August, the 
RATIONALIST SOCIETY OF ST. LOUIS 


22 © The American Rationalist 


is busy with problems. The Freie Gemeinde 
Building has not yet been sold and good use 
is being made of the building — although a 
hard rainstorm flooded the basement and 
a number of books were ruined. 


ARTHUR G. CROMWELL, noting the 
“pot shots” taken at atheists on the radio in 
Rochester, New York, at various times, finally 
decided to make a stand when an announcer 
of Station WHAM indicated that one who 
doesn’t accept the dictates of a minority 
pressure group should “go to Russia where 
he belongs."” The WHAM employee also felt 
that atheists are against the Bible in public 
schools and that “atheists should keep their 
big mouths shut.” After five months and 
eleven days, and after consulting with a lawyer 
and writing letters to the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission, Cromwell was given fif- 
teen minutes of “equal time.’ His talk, given 
on March 25, 1961, was a defense of atheism, 
and was presented on Saturday afternoon at 
5:30. Said Cromwell: “A totalitarian state 
exists when all the people are forced to sub- 
scribe to one particular creed and political 
philosophy. A democracy on the other hand, 
can only survive if ALL the people under 
its flag are secured in their rights to freedom 
of thought, press, religion—or no religion.... 
human rights are not divinely bestowed upon 
us. We have to fight for them and once 
gained, to continue to fight to retain them.” 
He then gave statistics to show that from 
criminal records we learn that Christians are 
not the most desirable citizens. Typical illus- 
trations were given, such as that in California 
the Catholic population is 16.83% yet their 
percentage in prisons is 43.61%, that the 
situation is similar in almost all states, and 
that the percentage of non-believers in prisons 
is infinitesimal. Yet, he adds, almost half of 
the people of our country are indifferent to 
the beliefs in gods and the supernatural in 
that they do not belong to a church. He goes 
to some extent into the subjects of separation 
of church and state of the great non-conform- 
ists, and the stand of atheism. He said: “Of 
all the bibles and the like ever written, not 
one can be proven to bear the unmistakeable 
stamp of God. Everything man knows about 
divinity man has himself conjured from his 
ignorance and his superstitious instincts. There 
has been nothing proven beyond the natural, 
and Nature functions without mercy and with- 
out malice." Cromwell's excellent talk will 
be published along with his talk to a Uni- 
tarian group in Elmira, New York. 


On March 14th over KNTV a debate was 
held between Robert Harold Scott and two 
clergymen on “Is There a God?” The tele- 
vision debate was held at 7 P.M. Mr. Scott 
began the debate and was followed by Rev. 
Akers and Rabbi Twersky. Scott insisted 
there is no god and covered the sufferings 
of all life on earth, evolution, etc. The Rev- 
erend based his belief on the fact that an 
overwhelming majority of human _ beings 
believe in a god. The Rabbi based his argu- 
ment on the Old Testament. A rebuttal fol- 
lowed mainly between Akers and Scott. The 
last ten minutes of the half hour program 
(with time out for commercials) was devoted 
to answering questions telephoned in from 
listeners. 


A midwest group of the RATIONALIST 
PRESS ASS'N. (of England) has been 
formed by Oscar Wycliff Harman, | LaSalle 
St., Chicago 2, Ill. for those in and near 
Chicago. 


The Foundation Congress of the MOUVE- 
MENT LAIQUE DE LANGUE FRANCAISE 
(French Language Secular Movement) held 
in the Social Centre of Montreal University 
in Canada was a big success. The newspapers 
put the attendance at 600. Everyone was 
there: Arabs, Jews, Protestants, Catholics and 
Freethinkers, some sitting on the stairs for 
lack of space. There were labor leaders, stu- 
dents, newspaper men, teachers, lawers, 
artists and others. The average age was 
around twenty-five. The temper of the meet- 
ing was anti-clerical. Any remark that raised 
an accusing finger at the Church of Rome was 
applauded. Although a ‘‘liberal’’ Catholic 
tried his best to get the meeting to drop the 
word ‘“‘laic’’, the audience understood the 
game he was playing. The Church is worried 
and he knows that “‘laic’’ recalls the fight 
of the French Laics against clericalism. It 
doesn’t want its French-Canadian subjects 
to take that road. But the Catholic editor of 
Le Devoir, was defeated after suggesting 
three different titles. The word ‘‘Association” 
was changed to “movement” at the suggestion 
of a labor leader as “‘association’’ (in French) 
sounds too much like “assis (sitting down), 
whereas movement implies life and dynamism. 
Maurice Blain, a lawyer, was elected President 
and gave one of the main addresses. Other 
addresses were an openly anti-clerical talk 
by Professor Marcel Rioux of Charleton 
University and M. Lemoyne. We will hear 
more about this movement. 


The Annual Conference of the RATION- 
ALIST PRESS ASS'N. of England to be held 
in August, has as its theme, “The African 
Revolution: A challenge to Humanism.” 


Death came to the oldest member of the 
RATIONALIST PRESS ASS'N. when: Eden 
Phillpotts died at the age of 98. He was 
elected honorary associate in 1904. In sixty 


years he published 250 books. 


All organizations and individuals are re- 
quested to send in news concerning the Ra- 
tionalist movement for inclusion in _ this 
column. 


All organizations and individuals are urged 
to send in news items of interest to the Ra- 
tionalist-Humanist movement for inclusion in 
this column. Send all news items to me, c/o 
our St. Louis address. 


See you all at the convention in St. Louis, 
August 25-27. 


GOD AND MAN IN TEXAS 


The Texas legislature is still trying to pass a 
bill to require teachers to swear to a belief in a 
“Supreme Being.” About twenty University of 
Texas students were ejected from the Texas House 
gallery when, during a hearing on the absurd bill, 
they objected to statements made by Represent- 
ative Joe Chapman, who said that college intel- 
lectuals do not realize that “Communists are in- 
filtrating the classerooms.” 
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The Way Of Dictators 


by WALTER HOOPS 


Dictators, in order to strengthen their re- 
gimes, have often made treaties and alliances 
with clericalism. For some of them, this policy 
was just a matter of expediency, as in the 
case of Hitler. The Nazis concluded a concor- 
dat with Rome to gain a world-wide reputa- 
tion only because they were weak. They had no 
intention to live up to the terms of the con- 
cordat once they had become masters of the 
world. The Vatican was well aware of this 
manoeuvre, but it was nevertheless willing to 
make a deal with Hitler-Germany. The Pope 
realized that such an opportunity would proba- 
bly net offer itself again because as long as 
Germany. had been dominated by Protestant 
Prussia, Rome never had a chance. The spirit 
of the old Bismarkian words ““We shall never 
go to Canossa’™’, uttered by the Iron Chancellor 
during the anti-Catholic era of the late 19th 
century, was still very much alive. (In 1077 
the German emperor Heinrich IV went to 
Canossa to beg the Pope to withdraw the 
excummunication against him). The Vatican 
traded this advantage; engineered by Hitler's 
Catholic ambassador in Rome, the odious von 
Papen, for the blood of the millions who died 
as victims of the murderous Nazi-regime or 
were killed in the struggles to everthrow 
Hitler's tyranny. 

The spectre of the concordat it still haunt- 
ing Germany. Although the courts have ruled 
that treaties made by the Nazis are not bind- 
ing on the Bonn republic, the Vatican main- 
tains that a concordat can only be cancelled 
with the consent of Rome. Such a consent 
is never forthcoming thus making a concordat 
practically a permanent treaty. Adenauer, the 
German chancellor (prime minister), is a 
staunch Catholic and would gladly go along 
with the Vatican, but in his party, the Chris- 
tian Democratic Union (CDU), are many 
Protestants. Any attempt to force the issue 
would break the party structure and threaten 
Adenauer’s conrol of the central govern- 
ment. 

Another interesting example of Church and 
Dictator collaboration was Argentina's Peron. 
Before Peron Argentina had a secular school 
system. Compulsory religious instruction had 
been specifically barred by law. There was a 
strong anti-clerical tradition in Argentina go- 
ing back to the close alliance of the Roman 
Church with Spain during colonial 


days. 
Peron, in exchange for church 


support, 
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breached the wall of separation and ordered 
his Peronistas to vote lor legalization of com- 
pulsory Catholic religious instruction in all pri- 
mary and secondary public schools. The 
church took advantage of these and other 
privileges with such effectiveness and greed 
that Peron and his supporters became wor- 
ried. They tried to stem the tide of clerical- 
ism, but the attempt to cut off government 
subsidies and to stop the salaries paid by the 
government to church dignitaries met with 
strong criticism and organized resistance. It 
was too late. When Peron legalized divorce, 
the church made alliance with anti- Peron 
forces that had promised to continue state 
support. Peron found himself in the position 
of Goethe’s “Sorcerer's Apprentice’ who 
vainly tried to banish the ghosts which he 
had called upon to help him. Peron’s suc- 
cessors have not kept all the promises they 
made to the hierarchy and the struggle is still 
going on. The elimination of Peron was a 
distinct advantage but that his overthrow 
should bring about a more influential church 
will only darken the future development of 
Argentina. 

The interplay of clerical and secular dic- 
tatorships in Turkey deserves attention. 
There, the recently deposed premier Men- 
deres, who had developed Hitler-like tenden- 
cies in suppressing freedom of press, assem- 
bly and the right to criticize, attempted to 
win the support of the largely illiterate peas- 
antry by giving state air to the Mohammedan 
clergy. Turkey, since the days of Kemal Ata- 
turk, the founder of Modern Turkey, was a 
secular state. The Caliphate was abolished 
in 1924. Ataturk fought hard to beat the 
religious opposition which he considered the 
main enemy of progress for his country. 
Now, these forces are encouraged to promote 
old superstitions while secular education lan- 
guishes. 

Menderes also made overtures towards 
Rome and has sent Turkey's first ambas- 
sador to the Vatican. Rome is very much 
interested to bring the 200,000 Eastern Rite 
Christians of Turkey back into the fold as a 
first step towards a drive for unity with the 
Greek Orthodox Church. For the first time 
since 1453 when Mohamed II conquered 
Constantinople (Istanbul) and chased a Car- 
dinal Isidore of Russia out of town, the Vati- 
can has sent an “apostolic internuncio’” to 
Turkey. Old Cardinal Isidore was in the 
capital on Bosporus in 1453 to arrange the 
details of unification between the Western 
and Eastern churches, agreed upon a few 


years earlier in Florence by representatives 
of both groups. If it had not been for the 
intervention of the heathen Turks, this unifi- 
cation would probably have gone through. 
The present Greek Orthodox Patriarch, 
Athenagoras I, is willing to listen and is ex- 
pected to send a delegation to Rome for 
talks. There is a strong anti-Russian tendency 
within the Eastern Church ever since the 
Kremlin through the Russian captive hier- 
archy tried to gain control of the Greek 
Orthodox Church and Rome is sure to ex- 
ploit this sentiment. 

» 


Michigan Sociologist Scores 
Catholic Authoritarianism 

Roman Catholics are less likely to be successful 
in competing for better jobs than are Jews and 
white Protestants, according to a University of 
Michigan sociologist, Associate Professor Gerhard 
E. Lenski, who has just published a 381 page 
report on his five-year study of the religious back- 
grounds of persons living in the Detroit area. Len- 
ski found that Jews and Protestants (probably in- 
cluding the so-called “unchurched”) are “most 
contented in responsible and demanding jobs,” 
while “Catholics are happiest in unskilled or semi- 
skilled occupations.” This seems to dovetail 
Lenski’s conclusion that “Emphasis on 
among Catholics isa serious 
seeking careers in science, business and profes- 
sions,” while stress by other denominations on 
“thinking for yourself’ is a distinct advantage. 


with 
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Jesuits Unhappy with Toledo C. L. U. 

The Jesuit magazine AMERICA has expressed 
considerable unhappiness over a pamphlet issued 
by the Toledo, Ohio, chapter of the American 
Civil Liberties Union which asserts that “The pub- 
lic school must remain a secular institution, for 
the future of freedom depends upon the activation 
of the love of learning unhampered by any res- 
trictions of dogma or creed.’’ The Jesuits deplored 
the fact that one of the authors of the pamphlet 
is Unitarian minister Rev. Waldimar Argow, and 
charged, rather jesuitically, that the C. L. U. chap- 
ter is aiming at subverting the public schools by 
having them develope in youngsters “free and 
inquiring minds.” No comment seems necessary. 
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“THE TRIAL OF LADY CHATTERLEY” 
Edited by C. H. Rolph 


Had Penguin, Ltd., issued Lawrence’s novel in 
an expensive edition they might have “got away” 
with it, but the fact that anyone with the equiv- 
alent of forty-nine cents in his pocket could buy 
it was too much for the prudes. 

Thirty-five distinguished authors were on hand 
for the trial, and many more were waiting to 
testify to the wholesomeness of Lawrence’s intent. 
Rebeca West of the tart tongue and C. Day Lewis, 
the distinguished poet, were there, as well as E. M. 
Forster, who has spoken up before of the high 
merit of books that have incurred stupid police 
action in Great Britain. 

There were some solemnly humorous moments 
in court, as when the Bishop of Woolwich spoke 
of the physical relaticn as “holy communion (lower 
case, of course).” 

It is a losing battle for Prosecution, who did 
not have a single witness. As one commentator 
said, “Not only was Lady Chatterley on trial, but 
also inarticulate traditional English values, and a 
precious poor showing they made.” 


— Kay Vining 
Penguin, 3/6. To be issued at $1.00 in America. 
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“PERSUASION AND HEALING” 
by Jerome D. Frank 


The book begins with a review of psychotherapy 
in America and an-account of the assumptive 
systems of people and how they are led to health 
or illmess by heathy or unhealthy assumptions. 
Religious healing in primitive societies as well 
as in modern times at Lourdes is pictured vividly. 
Next the experimenting with placebos to alleviate 
anxiety and arouse hope is discussed. The emo- 
tional involvment in thought reform and religious 
revivalism is given a chapter, and we see the 
similarity of the two in method — the review of 
past “sins,” the guilt feeling, then confession and 
absolution with life seeming more meaningful and 
joyful. 

After this background, in a chapter called ‘The 
Psychiatrist and the Patient,” all this falls into 
place and we see how it ties together in modern 
psychiatry. 

This is a delightful book, free of professional 
jargon and full interest right up to the index. 


— Kay Vining 
Johns Hopkins Press, $5.50. 
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“THE FUTURE OR UNBELIEF” 
by Gerhard Szczesny 


Braziller is to be congratulated on publishing 
this translation of an excellent German book. It 
raised a storm over there, and it is to be wished 
that it will be well enough known to raise one 
here as well. Certainly it is as fitting a commentary 
on the American scene as it is on the German. 

The message is that Christianity has died and 
left its shell empty, yet this husk is interfering 
seriously with our attempts to come to terms with 
the demands of our natures and of the world. 
Caught half way between a rational understanding 
and our superstitious, wish-rooted habits of think- 
ing, we find ourselves without a well developed 
and accepted secular formulation of morality. As 
a result there are attempts to revitalize Chris- 
tianity and also attempts to replace it with sub- 
stitute religions, all of which fail. 

Those who are impatient with discussions of 
the historical role of Christianity will skip over 
chapters three and four, but they will be foolish 
if they fail to examine the rest of the book. The 
approach is uneven, but the book is of uniformly 
high quality as to insight. 

There are many quotable passages. Rarely are 
ideas so well put. As to the notion of a morality 
imposed on people contrary to their natures —: 
“Tf this instinctual apparatus did not contain 
a humanizing impulse, no mythos or law-giving 
would ever have been able to move men to 
deeds running counter to their immediate exis- 
tential interest.” Elsewhere: “Confronting a hu- 
man being with ethical ideals which do not refine 
his naturalness but rather ascribe diabolism to it 
must in the end lead to resignation or to cynicism.” 

But this refinement is at present made difficult 
by the remains of our Christian heritage. We have 
lost the Christian ideal without replacing it. “A 
society .. . is morally secure when it ... has an 
ideal human image in terms of which members 
of this society can orient themselves .. .” This is 
a key which Rationalists should be considering. 


— Harry Mongold 
George Braziller, 1961, $4.00. 
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“MAN’S PRESUMPTUOUS BRAIN” 
by A. T. W. Simeons . 


The modest tone of this book is arresting from 
the start. The author, a British physician and 
surgeon, has practiced for more than thirty years 
in Africa, India ,and Germany. He is located now 
in a hospital in Rome where he specializes in 
psychosomatic medicine, and this book, appealing 
to both specialists and laymen, tells of the why 
of psychosomatic illnesses. 

Dr. Simeon’s thesis is that the brain stem, or 
diencephalon, in which the instincts of anger, fear, 
hunger, and sex are located, and which served 
pre-Stone Age man, has been overshadowed by the 
cortex, which has grown particularly rapidly in 
the past 40,000 years. 

There are sections on the disorders of sex, the 
well-known psychosomatic disorders, and the hu- 
man problem of finding a balance between dience- 
phalon and cortex. 

— Kay Vining 

E. P. Dutton, $5.75. 
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“THE LIST METHOD OF PSYCHOTHERAPY” 

edited by Jacob S. List 

This book contains, in addition to the introduc- 
tion by List, six articles by List-trained thera- 
pists who comment on various phases of their 
techniques. The List method is of psychoanalytic 
derivation, whose basic principle consists of sub- 
stituting a program for a problem. As an im- 
portant part of the re-education process, the pa- 
tient is encouraged to continue his formal educa- 
tion. Learning to handle the problems which arise 
in the course of his studies, the patient finds the 
difficulties which led him to seek psychiatric help 
are no longer foremost in his mind. The success- 
ful solution of everyday problems and the prospect 
of increased status help improve the self-concept 
of the patient. 

All of List’s therapists have first come to him 
for treatment. Only when List feels that they 
have obtained emotional maturity does he single 
out individuals or further training and study. to 
enable them to become therapists. He feels that 
the person who has learned to handle his own 
problems successfully is more effective in dealing 
with others than the individual who chooses psy- 
chotherapy as a vocation and then undergoes 
analysis merely as a requirement for his profes- 
sion. There is a warm relationship between the 
patients and the therapists, and friendships are 
encouraged between the patients. 

— Nan Mongold 

Philosophical Library, $7.50. 

a * * 
“COMMUNITY OF FEAR” 
by Brown and Real 

A single copy of this pamphlet of 40 pages is 
free. It is one of a series of studies by the main 
activity of the Fund for the Republic. The address 
of the Center is Box 4068, Santa Barbara, Cali- 
fornia. 

It is a history of the atomic age in terms of 
its problems and proposals concerning war and the 
prevention of war. The alternative to eliminating 
war seems to be to live under the surface of the 
ground, the deeper the better. 

This is a fine review of the whole situation. 

— Harry Mongold 

Center for the Study of Democratic Institutions. 

* * a 
SHORT REVIEWS 

“The Balanced Life, an Essay in Ethics,” Hans 
Freund, Philosophicai Library, $4.50, 186 pp. A 
study of the “good life’ and an examination of 
moral philosophies. The history of concepts is well 
done. 

“Sociology of Religion,’ Simmel, Philosophical 
Library, $3.75. Thoughtful, agnostic discourse on 
the sources, nature, and value of religion. 
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